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The mission of the American Guild of Organists is to enrich lives through organ and choral 

music. We encourage excellence in the performance of organ and choral music; inspire, ed-

ucate, and offer certification for organists and choral conductors; provide networking, fel-

lowship, and mutual support; nurture future generations of organists; promote the organ in 

its historic and evolving roles; and engage wider audiences with organ and choral music. 

 

DEAN’S LIST 
I know everyone who was 

able to attend Dexter Ken-

nedy's recital last month 

came away inspired. It was 

a treat to be able to co-host 

such a high quality musi-

cal performance with First 

(Scots) Presbyterian and to 

share it with our commu-

nity. We have another 

chance to hear some great 

organ repertoire and to explore the latest pipe divisions 

on the organ at the Citadel's Summerall Chapel on March 

11th.  I hope everyone will be able to attend and am 

looking forward to hearing from our talented member-

ship. See you on the 11th! 

 —  Loretta 

 

NEXT AGO MEETING 
WHEN: MONDAY, MARCH 11 AT 7:30 PM 

WHERE: THE CITADEL’S SUMMERALL CHAPEL 

Bring a favorite postlude to play! We’ll get the latest 

scoop on the renovations that Cornel Zimmer and his 

crew are bringing to fruition. The plaster work has been 

completed in the chamber, and pipe work is on the way. 

If you’d like to play on this program, please contact 

Nancy Lefter (nclefter@bellsouth.net). Please note that 

there will be no dinner preceding this program. 
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BACH FESTIVAL OF CHARLESTON 
PRESENTS 

CLARA GERDES IN RECITAL 
SATURDAY, MARCH 9 / 12:30 PM 

ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
78 Broad St, Charleston, 29401 

FREE ADMISSION 

 

 

PROGRAM 

Paean  Herbert Howells 

 

Music of J. S. Bach 

 Allein Gott in der Höh’ sei Ehr, BWV 662  

  Fantasia and Fugue in G minor, BWV 542 

  Canonic Variations on “Vom Himmel hoch", BWV 769  

 

Organ Sonata, op. 28/1 Sir Edward Elgar 

 Allegro maestoso 

 

Clara Gerdes, from Davidson, North Carolina, is a fifth-year student at the Curtis Institute where she 

studies with Alan Morrison. She received first prizes in the Albert Schweitzer, AGO-Quimby Mid-At-

lantic Regional and UNCSA School of the Arts organ competitions and was the recipient of the first an-

nual AGO Pogorzelski-Yankee scholarship. She has performed on both coasts, including at the Cathe-

dral of Saint John the Divine in New York and Washington National Cathedral, and at Spoleto, the Ore-

gon Bach Festival, Philadelphia International Festival of the Arts and most recently the Uncommon Mu-

sic Festival in Sitka, Alaska. She serves as organ scholar at Saint Mark’s Church in Philadelphia and has 

been on the faculties of Curtis Summerfest and the 2018 Philadelphia Pipe Organ Encounter. Clara also 

enjoys composing, transcribing and playing chamber music on piano and harpsichord. She is a Curtis 

resident assistant. 

 

  
 

FOR ALL THE EVENTS IN THE SEVENTH ANNUAL BACH FESTIVAL OF CHARLESTON, 

SEE THE POSTER AT THE END OF THIS NEWSLETTER. 
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METHODIST UNIVERSITY CHORALE 
FRIDAY, MARCH 1 / 7:30 PM 

TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
273 Meeting St, Charleston, 29401 

FREE ADMISSION 

The Methodist University Chorale has been part of the choral experi-

ence in one form or another for over 60 years at MU. The ensemble 

consists of 30 vocalists and performs traditional/advanced choral lit-

erature. The group is considered one of the primary faces of the Uni-

versity and is called upon to represent it in high profile events. The 

community efforts of this group include performances at high 

schools locally and throughout North Carolina, community pro-

grams, and area churches.   

In addition to the spring tour to a major US city, the Chorale per-

forms throughout the Fayetteville/Sandhills region and North Caro-

lina. The group has performed at Carnegie Hall and just returned from their second tour abroad in March 

where they performed in Rome, Florence, and Venice, Italy. This year, their domestic tour will take 

them to schools and venues in NC, SC, GA, and finally in FL where they will be visiting Orlando during 

spring break.  

Membership is open to all students of Methodist University and determined by audition. Generally, two-

thirds of the ensemble are non-music majors, which makes it the perfect vehicle in representing the Uni-

versity to new high school audiences every year. Students who have been active in choral ensembles in 

high school or college are encouraged to audition for this choir and earn substantial scholarships. Once 

students are selected for Chorale, they are members until they graduate. To know more about them, visit 

their webpage at: http://www.methodist.edu/mu-chorale, or feel free to contact Dr. Michael Martin, at 

(910) 630-7153, or mmartin@methodist.edu. 

 

UPCOMING DINNER CRUISE 
The date is getting closer. Enough people responded to the straw poll to 

ensure that the dinner cruise can take place (we needed a minimum of 15 

to qualify for the group rate). So, we’ll be set to cruise on the Spirit of 

Carolina as we did two years ago. The date is Friday, May 17. Mark 

your calendars! The chapter subsidizing the cost in the amount of $40 for 

members and spouses. The total cost to members will be only $38.30, 

which represents a savings of 51% over the original cost. 

Your reservation can be secured by a check made payable to AGO 

Charleston Chapter and due by Friday, April 26. We cannot accept un-

paid reservations for this event. 

 

 

http://www.methodist.edu/mu-chorale


  

 2019 AGO SOUTHEAST REGIONAL 

CONVENTION / JUNE 9–12 
 

 

Myrtle Beach is the destination for the AGO 

Southeast Regional Convention, June 9-12, 

hosted by the Grand Strand Chapter. Billy Fal-

law & Brian Monroe are co-chairing the event.  

Headquarters for the event will be the Sheraton 

Myrtle Beach Convention Center Hotel. There 

is an excellent lineup of performers, including 

South Carolinians Charles Tompkins and Nigel  

 

 

 

Potts. May 30 is the deadline for registration. 

Go to the website for complete details: 

https://www.cvent.com/events/2019-ago-south-

east-regional-convention-myrtle-beach/event-

summary-

8bde0ecea92449a0a7f6ff7c4bf30a25.aspx?dvce

=1 
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CALENDAR 
 

FRIDAY, MARCH 1, 7:30 PM 

METHODIST UNIVERSITY CHORALE 

30-voice ensemble performs. Trinity United 

Methodist Church, 273 Meeting St., 

Charleston 29401. Free admission. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 3:00 PM 

D’JARIS WHIPPER-LEWIS, SOPRANO, AND 

THUANE B. FIELDING, PIANO 

Remington Concert Series. Franke at Sea-

side, 1885 Rifle Range Rd, Mt. Pleasant 

29464. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 4:00 PM 

JAZZ VESPERS 

A light reception follows this popular event. 

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, 405 King 

St, Charleston 29403. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 12:30 PM 

ULYANA MACHNEVA, CLASSICAL GUITAR 

St. Luke’s Series. St. Luke’s Chapel 

(MUSC), 181 Ashley Ave, Charleston, SC 

29425. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 8, 7:00 PM 

CHARLESTON SYMPHONY WOODWIND 

QUINTET 

Village Concert Series. Mount Pleasant 

Presbyterian Church, 302 Hibben St., Mt. 

Pleasant 29464. Free admission. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 12:30 PM 

CLARA GERDES, ORGAN 

Charleston Bach Festival. St. Michael’s 

Church, 71 Broad St., Charleston 29401. 

Free admission. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 10, 5:00 PM 

CHORAL EVENSONG AT SAINT JAMES 

Music by S. S. Wesley, Smart, Farrant. Saint 

James Church, 1872 Camp Rd., James Is-

land. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 28, 3:00 PM 

DR. BOB NOTARI, PIANO 

Remington Concert Series. “Every Ttime 

We Say Goodbye” (The Great American 

Songbook). Franke at Seaside, 1885 Rifle 

Range Rd, Mt. Pleasant 29464. 

 

POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
 

LEXINGTON, SC:  SAXE GOTHA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Saxe Gotha Presbyterian Church of Lexington, SC is 

seeking applications to fill the part time position of 

Organist/Music Associate. SGPC is a thriving ECO 

non-liturgical congregation in the heart of Lexington, 

SC, with an engaging music and arts ministry. 

Responsibilities include providing organ 

accompaniment for two traditional worship services, 

accompanying weekly adult and youth choir 

rehearsals, directing the handbell ensemble, and playing for funerals and weddings. The organist will 

serve on a team that includes the Director of Music and Arts, several audio/visual specialists and a staff 

pianist. Qualified candidates will possess at least an undergraduate degree in music and/or appropriate 

experience in a traditional worship setting. This position has the possibility for expanding for the right 

candidate to complete administrative tasks for the worship and arts ministry. This position can range 
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from 10 to 30 hours a week with a salary based on education, experience, and hours worked. The organ 

is a 3-manual Allen Renaissance (1997). All interested candidates should contact Director of Music and 

Arts, Hal McIntosh at hmcintosh@saxegotha.org or 803-359-7770, extension 13. (Posted 2/18/19) 

 

CHARLESTON:  MARTIN LUTHER LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA) 

Martin Luther Lutheran Church is seeking a part-time Music Director 

to lead our music on Sunday morning and for other services. We need 

someone who plays organ and piano, can direct our choir, and can start 

a handbell choir. Directing a children’s choir could be a possibility as 

we are slowly gaining children. 
 

Mission Statement: “We are a caring people of God, brought together 

by grace and nourished by the Word. Led by the Spirit we are sent out 

in service to share God’s love.” 
 

Profile: 

• One service: 9:00a.m., and weekly Adult Choir rehearsal 

• Other services as needed (Christmas Eve, Advent and Lenten Wednesday evenings, Ash 

Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, funerals and weddings as needed) 

• An organ and a grand piano are in the sanctuary.  Pianos in the choir room and fellowship hall. 
 

For a PDF outlining qualifications, responsibilities, etc., go to our website and click the PDF link. Per-

sons interested in applying should provide a complete resume and professional references. Send resume 

and references to Martin Luther Lutheran Church at MLLC@knology.net. Church Office phone: (843) 

795-4855. The Rev. Thomas A. Cassem, 1605 Harborview Rd.  Charleston (James Island), SC 29412. 

www.martinlutherchurch.org. (Posted 1/21/2019) 

 

BEAUFORT, SC: CARTERET STREET UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Carteret Street United Methodist Church is seeking a part-time organist who 

will provide music in a worshipful spirit on Sunday morning and other occa-

sions. 

▪ Average worship attendance of 250. 

▪ One service: 10:30AM (Year-Round), and weekly Adult Choir Rehearsals 

(Wed. Sept.-May), and Monthly on Sunday evenings (June-August). 

▪ Other services as needed (Christmas Eve, Advent Lunch, Lenten Lunch, 

Hanging of the Green, funerals, weddings as needed) 

▪ The choir is composed of 18-20 semi-professional voices who are faithfully 

committed to the ministry of music. Two cantatas are presented each year. 

▪ The organ of 12 ranks and chimes was built by M.P. Moller in 1976. It was rebuilt by A.E. Schlueter in 

2013 and includes 36 speaking stops with standard couplers. Console accessories include a combination 

action with 64 memory levels, swell and crescendo expression shoes, sforzando, transposer, and rec-

ord/playback system. The organ is prepared for MIDI voices. A grand piano is also present in the sanctuary. 

For a PDF outlining qualifications, responsibilities, etc., go to www.agocharleston.org/positions-available.html. 

Persons interested in applying should provide a complete resume and no less than three professional references. 

Send resume and references to: Mrs. Cindy Keener, Chair, Staff-Parish Relations Committee CSUMC@islc.net. 

Church Office phone: (843) 524-3841. 408 Carteret Street, Beaufort, SC 29902 (Posted 7/11/18) 
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MOUNT PLEASANT: ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Mount Pleasant needs an organist/choir director. 

They will consider one person for the position, and are willing to spit it between 

two people. The church is a small one with one adult choir that meets on Wednes-

day nights (except during June and July). It has a two-manual pipe organ in the 

back balcony and a grand piano in the front of the sanctuary. There is also a set of 

tone chimes that haven’t been used lately, but no handbells. For those interested in 

applying, please contact: Pastor Terry Hundley St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 604 

Pitt St, Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464 (843) 884-3107 or (803) 360-5294 www.saint-

pauls-mountpleasant.com (Posted 5/3/2018) 

 

WILMINGTON, NC: IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Immaculate Conception is seeking a full-time Director of Music and Liturgy for a 

growing parish of 1,000 households ministering to the faithful coastal communities 

of Carolina Beach and historic Wilmington, NC. The community is administered 

by the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales. Responsibilities include the formation and 

on-going support of all liturgical ministers and parish musicians. In addition, the 

Director works in relationship with other staff members to support the community 

to live out “Living Jesus Christ” by proclaiming the Gospel, celebrating the Eucha-

rist, nourishing our Faith, and serving all God's people with compassion, humility 

and gentleness. Go to our website for a PDF describing duties, qualifications, and benefits. Please submit your 

resume with cover letter expressing your understanding of liturgy and music via email to icccsearchcommit-

tee@gmail.com. For more information please visit our website www.iccwilm.org. (Posted 4/25/2018) 

 

MISCELLANY 
 

AGO MUSIC EXCHANGE 

There is still much music in the AGO Music Exchange housed at Second Presbyterian Church, and ad-

ditional donations have been made in the last month. Please email Julia for an updated listing. There 

are 200+ titles of organ music and many choral anthems. To get a PDF listing of organ (by composer), 

organ plus instrument, piano, wedding, Advent/Christmas, collections, etc., or to schedule a time to 

come browse the collection, please email Julia Harlow, juliah.6@juno.com. A listing of choral anthems 

(SATB, SAB) is also available. For either listing, email Julia, or use the link on the Miscellany page of 

the chapter website https://www.agocharleston.org/miscellany.html.  As always, if you have organ or 

choral music or shoes that you do not need anymore, and want to donate to the Exchange, please let 

Julia know. Currently, there is a pair of nearly new organ shoes, size 10M. 

 

AGO CHARLESTON DIRECTORIES 

If you’re interested in having a PDF copy of the directory to keep on your computer, please contact Ed 

LeRoy at eleroy44@gmail.com. A limited number of hard-copy directories are still available. Members 

of the chapter are entitled to one copy free of charge. Others may request a copy at $5.00 each, postage 

included. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE POTTS FAMILY 

Nigel and Sarah have welcomed the arrival into their family of Jeremy Ronald Charles Potts, born on 

Monday, February 11. Jeremy is their second child after Sophie, born in May 2017. The Chapter extends 

its heartiest congratulations! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

Andrew Byrd,  March 12 
Justin Wham, March 22 

Sarah Hoffmeister-Stender, March 23 
Sally Dixon, March 28 

 

Don’t forget to send in your news items for the April newsletter. The 
deadline is March 25. 
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Bach Society of Charleston 
 

Presents 
 
 

Friday, March 8, 2019 at 7:30pm 
First (Scots) Presbyterian Church in Charleston,  

 
Timothy Parsons, countertenor 

Charleston Baroque String Players 

 
 

 String Quintet No. 1 in B Flat major, K.174  Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
Allegro Moderato 

 
Filiae Maestae Jerusalem      Antonio Vivaldi 
 
Trio Sonata BWV 1037      Johann Sebastian Bach 
 
Widerstehe doch der Sünde Cantata BWV 54  Johann Sebastian Bach 
 
 

  Sunday, March 10, 2019 at 3:00pm 
First (Scots) Presbyterian Church in Charleston, 

 
Ricard Bordas, conductor 

Daniel Sansone, organ 
Charleston Baroque Voices 

Charleston Baroque Orchestra  
 
 

Der Her denket an uns Cantata BWV 196  Johann Sebastian Bach 
 
Organ Concerto in G Minor Op. 4 N1    George Frideric Handel   
 
Dixit Dominus HWV 232     George Frideric Handel 
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