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The mission of the American Guild of Organists is to enrich lives through organ and choral 

music. We encourage excellence in the performance of organ and choral music; inspire, ed-

ucate, and offer certification for organists and choral conductors; provide networking, fel-

lowship, and mutual support; nurture future generations of organists; promote the organ in 

its historic and evolving roles; and engage wider audiences 

with organ and choral music. 

 

DEAN’S LIST 
 As I write this it’s 

Thanksgiving morning and 

I’m looking forward to a 

few days off to relax before 

the musical merry making 

of the season begins. I hope 

you are doing the same! 

 Thanks to Rodney Pendell and Amy Epperson of 

Hibben United Methodist Church for hosting us last 

month. It was an enlightening evening and a great chance 

to play and hear the new Allen installation that AGO 

member George Hiatt led. What a great instrument and 

contribution to worship at Hibben! 

 I hope everyone has a wonderful Christmas filled 

with love, hope, joy and the company of those to whom 

you are closest!  See you in January. 

 —  Loretta 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
It’s almost time to vote in new board members. AGO guidelines suggest that a nominating committee be 

appointed by December 31. The Dean is soliciting members to serve. When the committee is formed, a 

slate of officers will be drawn up and circulated to the membership by February. The membership is en-

couraged to propose candidates to the board. If you have ideas, please get in touch with Loretta and 

make your case. All offices are open, although two at-large members, Larry Speakman and Mark Be-

bensee, will continue until 2022. 
 

NOVEMBER CHAPTER PROGRAM 

 

Rodney Pendell, George Hiatt, and Hibben United Methodist Church were hosts for the November chap-

ter meeting. The new 99-stop Allen was installed by George in 2018, and the program centered on that 

instrument. Two major recitals have been heard on the instrument: Felix Hell in 2018 and Hector Oli-

vero in November of this year. 

Rodney spoke about how the Allen came to be. The sanctuary underwent a major architectural renova-

tion, and the Allen was part of the design. It replaced a pieced-together pipe/electronic hybrid that was 

clearly failing. A PowerPoint presentation revealed the transformation of the room. George spoke about 

the “under-the-hood” aspects of the instrument. He worked with the architects to make sure adequate 

space was provided for speaker placement. He discussed individual stops — what pipe organs provided 

the samples, how they were voiced at different points in the scale gamut, how the mixtures were scaled 

and modeled on particular pipe instruments. He also pointed out that existing pipes can be hooked up at 

a future date. Far from a “plug-and-play” instrument, the voicing process took upwards of five months to 

complete. 
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR SACRED MUSIC 2020 

 

The National Conference for Sacred Music is a unique conference, designed to 

provide the practicing church musician with fresh new ideas to help create a vi-

tal, growing music ministry. The emphasis of this conference is to provide a 

wide variety of new approaches to revitalize and reinvigorate the church's pas-

sion for music in worship. This event is collaboratively sponsored by music pub-

lishers Augsburg Fortress, Hinshaw, and MorningStar, with additional support 

from ALCM, PAM, and The Fellowship. 

The Conference takes place at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, January 8–10, 

2020. Workshops will be presented by Tom Trenney, David and Susan Palo Cherwien, Mark Hayes, and 

Tim Waugh. Pricing and registration is found here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/national-conference-

for-sacred-music-2020-registration-60488585989.  

Two events are open to the public: 

• January 8, 7:30 pm: Hymn Festival, led by David Cherwien and Susan Palo Cherwien. 

• January 10, 5:00 pm: Choral Concert, led by Tom Trenney and the Nebraska Wesleyan Univer-

sity Choir, as they perform their concert program From Darkness to Light. 

 

UPCOMING CHAPTER EVENTS 
 

DECEMBER — NO MEETING 

 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 3, 2020 — 7:00 PM 

AN N U A L EPI PHA N Y PA RT Y  

 
 Club Room at Dockside Condominium 

 330 Concord St., Charleston 29401 

Bring a tasty treat and celebrate the new year (and surviving Advent and Christ-

mas) with festive libations provided by the chapter. 

 

  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/national-conference-for-sacred-music-2020-registration-60488585989
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/national-conference-for-sacred-music-2020-registration-60488585989
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SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 2020 —4:00 PM 

OR GA N  RE C I TAL ,  FL OR EN C E  JOWE R S  

 
 St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 

 405 King St., Charleston 29403 

Florence Jowers has served since 2015 as the Director of Music and Organist at 

Christ Lutheran Church, Staunton, where she is a founder and co-director of the Bach 

Around the Clock Festival held at Christ Lutheran each March.  (2020 will be on 

March 21st- Bach’s birthday!)  Previously, she was Associate Professor of Music and 

University Organist at Lenoir-Rhyne University and organist of First Baptist Church 

in Hickory, NC.  She is an active recitalist, having performed   throughout the United 

States and Germany, and also in Austria, Latvia, and the Czech Republic. As part of 

her position at Lenoir-Rhyne, she founded and directed the Lenoir-Rhyne Youth Cho-

rus, a professional youth choir which has toured extensively in the southeast, and has 

participated in festivals in several states as well as England, France, Germany, and Austria.   Ms. Jowers has served as 

president of Region 2 of the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians, Dean of the Hickory Chapter of the American 

Guild of Organists, and has served on the executive board and as an officer in several chapters of the American Guild of 

Organists.  Ms. Jowers was selected as a Fellow of the Bach Aria Institute in Stonybrook, NY, and received a Rotary 

Scholarship for organ study with the late Anton Heiller in Vienna, Austria, following her graduate work at Yale Univer-

sity Institute of Sacred Music.  She has served as clinician for many professional conferences, including ALCM, AGO, 

and PAM.  Ms. Jowers has performed twice at the Piccolo Spoleto Festival and has been heard on NPR’s Pipedreams.   

 

THURSDAY, MARCH 19, 2020 —7:00 PM 

CA R I L L ON  A N D  PI PE S AT T HE  C I TA D E L  

 
 Summerall Chapel, The Citadel 

 171 Moultrie St, Charleston, SC 29409 

A demonstration and tour of “one of the largest Dutch bell installations in the 

western hemisphere” and an open console opportunity to try out the Citadel’s 

new pipes. This unique opportunity is hosted by Mitchell Stecker. 
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CALENDAR 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1, 6:00 PM 

MORAVIAN FESTIVAL OF CAROLS 

A Moravian love feast will be served. Ad-

vent Lutheran Church, 3347 Rivers Ave, 

Charleston. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1, 7:00 PM 

ADVENT LESSONS AND CAROLS 

Readings for the season of Advent paired 

with carols, anthems and hymns. With the 

St. Gregory Choir and St. Nicholas Choir. 

Grace Church Cathedral, 98 Wentworth 

St, Charleston 29401. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, 5:00 PM 

BEER AND CAROLS IN KUDU COURTYARD 

in case of bad weather will move to St. Mat-

thew's Auditorium. St. Matthew's Lutheran 

Church, 405 King St, Charleston 29403.  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, 6:00 PM 

ADVENT LESSONS AND CAROLS 

A reception will follow the service. Advent 

Lutheran Church, 3347 Rivers Ave, 

Charleston. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 10:30 AM 

LESSONS AND CAROLS 

The service features all six choirs. Works by 

Palestrina, Cooman (with brass), Mager, 

Kuhnau, Stopford, Manz, Todd and Forrest 

(with 18 piece orchestra), all under the di-

rection of Pat Gould. St. Philip's Church, 

142 Church St, Charleston 29401. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 6:00 PM 

HARMONIES OF ADVENT 

Matthew Swingle, organ. A reception will 

follow the service. Advent Lutheran 

Church, 3347 Rivers Ave, Charleston. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 7:00 PM 

SERVICE OF CANDLELIGHT 

Come worship with hopeful anticipation and 

reflect upon the coming of Christ Jesus in 

this service of music and light. Music led by 

the St. Matthew’s Gallery Choir, the St. 

Matthew’s Ringers, the Alleluia & Youth 

Choir, and guest musicians. St. Matthew's 

Lutheran Church, 405 King St, Charleston 

29403.  

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 12:30 PM 

COMMUNITY CAROL SING 

Gather in the church to sing favorite carols. 

Then share a bag lunch in the parish hall. St. 

Philip's Church, 142 Church St, Charleston 

29401. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22, 4:00 PM 

FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS 

Music by Ord, Palestrina, Hallock, Darke, 

Stopford, and Rutter. Under the direction of 

Clara Godshall. Church of the Holy Com-

munion, 218 Ashley Ave, Charleston. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22, 6:00 PM 

ADVENT EVENSONG 

Chase Godwin, cantor; Matthew Swingle, 

organ; Abigail Bryant, violin. A reception 

will follow the service. Advent Lutheran 

Church, 3347 Rivers Ave, Charleston. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22, 7:00 PM 

CHRISTMAS LESSONS AND CAROLS 

Readings for the season of Christmas paired 

with carols, anthems and hymns. With the 

St. Gregory Choir and St. Nicholas Choir. 

Grace Church Cathedral, 98 Wentworth 

St, Charleston 29401. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 7, 2020, 1:00 PM 

PAUL THOMAS, ORGAN 

Bach Festival of Charleston. Cathedral 

Church of St. Luke and St. Paul, 120 

Coming St, Charleston 29403. 
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
 

BEAUFORT, SC:  ST. PETER'S CATHOLIC CHURCH 

St. Peter’s is a thriving parish located on the coast in beautiful Beaufort, 

SC. We are seeking to form intentional disciples, set hearts on fire with 

love for Christ, led by beautiful worship around the altar. The parish has 

an immediate need to hire a Director of Music who will help our con-

gregation experience the beauty and joy of heaven through sacred mu-

sic. 

The Director of Music has a pivotal role in the musical life of the 

church. This individual is a strong team player, expert organist and re-

sponsible staff member. Expectation of attendance is for weekend Masses (currently 5 Masses), rehears-

als with choir, and other Holy Day services, including (but not limited to) Christmas and Easter as well 

as the school Masses. The candidate will provide organ music and choir leadership for scheduled Masses 

to include funeral and marriages. St. Peter’s uses an A.E. Schlueter Pipe Organ Company designed pipe 

organ with a Rodgers Infinity Series Model 484 MV four-manual organ console.    

• Bachelor’s degree in music, Master’s degree preferred 

• Practicing Catholic preferred.   

• Facilitate congregational singing and worship through the excellent execution of hymns 

• Ability to mentor volunteer talent to include cantors of all ages and stages of development 

• Maintain an accurate account of organ needs and maintenance and the music ministry/liturgy 

budget. 

• Successfully complete the Diocese of Charleston application process before hire. This includes 

criminal background check and Safe Environment Training 

• Bilingual - English/ Spanish - is desired but not required 

• Ability to provide other limited music services at an affiliated Historic Church as well as a mis-

sion church 

• Must have reliable personal transportation 

• This is a full-time position. 

Contact Willard Fosberry, Parish Manager (parishmanager@stpetersbeaufort.org) (Posted 11/6/19) 

 

SUMMERVILLE:  DORCHESTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (PCUSA) 

Dorchester Presbyterian is seeking an organist to play for a Sunday ser-

vice and to accompany choir rehearsals. The organist works with the 

choir director. The position is a part-time, salaried one. Contact: Linda 

Jenkins, lindajenkins@usa.net. For a full job description, there is a link 

to a PDF on the chapter website (www.agocharleston.org). (Posted 

10/21/19) 

 

mailto:lindajenkins@usa.net
http://www.agocharleston.org/
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ORANGEBURG, SC:  FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (PCUSA) 

The congregation of First Presbyterian Church in Orangeburg, SC (650 Summers 

Ave) is seeking a Director of Music to provide Christian leadership for the entire 

music ministry, working directly with the Senior Minister and serving under the di-

rection of the Personnel Committee and the Church Session. The ideal candidate 

will possess a minimum of a Bachelor of Music in Choral Music, Voice, Organ/Pi-

ano, Music Education, or Performance. For a PDF outlining the full job descrip-

tion, go to www.agocharleston.org and click the link in the First Presbyterian en-

try. (Posted 9/26/19) 

 

 

HARTSVILLE, SC:  ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S CHURCH 

St. Bartholomew’s Church, 103 Campus Drive, Hartsville, SC 29550 is look-

ing for an organist. Duties include Sunday services, choir rehearsals, and any 

special services during the year. Vacation and continuing education included. 

The organ is a Casavant II/31, Opus 3659, built for us in 1988. Salary is $180 

per week plus $100 for special services. The organist reports to the Choir Di-

rector and the Rector. Send your resume to St. Bartholomew’s at the address 

above or via email: stbartchurch@gmail.com. Questions: (843) 332-8765 

(Posted 7/16/19) 

 

ORANGEBURG, SC:  FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

First Baptist Church of Orangeburg is seeking a part-time organist to pro-

vide service music for Sunday worship, as well as special occasions 

throughout the year. Regular duties include accompanying Wednesday 

night choir rehearsal (7:00 pm) and playing for Sunday worship services 

(11:00 am). The organ is a Möller, 3 manuals, 31 ranks from the original 

installation. The pedalboard is AGO standard. The organ was installed in 

1968 and rebuilt by Schlueter Pipe Organ Company in 2007, with 

additional Walker digital stops added. Résumés may be sent to First Bap-

tist Church, P.O. Box 637, Orangeburg, South Carolina, 29116 or emailed to jane@fbcorangeburg.org. 

(Posted 6/20/19) 

 

SAINT MATTHEWS, SC:  ST. PAUL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

St. Paul UMC, 1808 Bridge St, Saint Matthews, SC 29135 is seek-

ing an organist/choir director. The job requirements include choir 

practice at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings (or another time during 

the week) and one worship service on Sunday from 11:00 a.m.-

12:00 p.m. Some additional services throughout the year (Christmas 

Eve, funerals, etc.) may also be requested. The instrument is a 1937 

Möller Pipe Organ. 
 

Please call (803) 874-2166 or email at stpaulsmumc@gmail.com for 

more details. Pastor: Rev. Sara Relaford. Church Secretary: Lori 

Worsencroft. Church Website: www.stpaulsmumc.com. (Posted 5/28/19) 

 

http://www.agocharleston.org/
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LEXINGTON, SC:  SAXE GOTHA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Saxe Gotha Presbyterian Church of Lexington, SC is 

seeking applications to fill the part time position of 

Organist/Music Associate. SGPC is a thriving ECO 

non-liturgical congregation in the heart of Lexington, 

SC, with an engaging music and arts ministry. 

Responsibilities include providing organ 

accompaniment for two traditional worship services, 

accompanying weekly adult and youth choir rehearsals, directing the handbell ensemble, and playing for 

funerals and weddings. The organist will serve on a team that includes the Director of Music and Arts, 

several audio/visual specialists and a staff pianist. Qualified candidates will possess at least an 

undergraduate degree in music and/or appropriate experience in a traditional worship setting. This 

position has the possibility for expanding for the right candidate to complete administrative tasks for the 

worship and arts ministry. This position can range from 10 to 30 hours a week with a salary based on 

education, experience, and hours worked. The organ is a 3-manual Allen Renaissance (1997). All 

interested candidates should contact Director of Music and Arts, Hal McIntosh at 

hmcintosh@saxegotha.org or 803-359-7770, extension 13. (Posted 2/18/19) 

 

GOOSE CREEK:  ST. TIMOTHY LUTHERAN CHURCH (NALC) 

St. Timothy's is looking for a part-time organist to play their 37-stop, 2-

manual Allen Quantum Q265D (2012). The ideal candidate: 

• Has experience playing a traditional liturgical service and accom-

panying a chancel choir; 

• Views organ skills as a service to God and as a vital part of wor-

ship leadership; 

• Is open to and reliant on following God’s Spirit in a team environ-

ment. 
 

Submit resume by April 30, 2019 to: Beth Alford, Director of Music Ministries: beth@sainttimothylu-

theran.org or PO Box 807, Goose Creek, SC 29445.  (Posted 3/24/19) 

 

CHARLESTON:  MARTIN LUTHER LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA) 

Martin Luther Lutheran Church is seeking a part-time Music Director to 

lead our music on Sunday morning and for other services. We need 

someone who plays organ and piano, can direct our choir, and can start a 

handbell choir. Directing a children’s choir could be a possibility as we 

are slowly gaining children. 
 

Mission Statement: “We are a caring people of God, brought together 

by grace and nourished by the Word. Led by the Spirit we are sent out in 

service to share God’s love.” 
 

Profile: 

• One service: 9:00a.m., and weekly Adult Choir rehearsal 

• Other services as needed (Christmas Eve, Advent and Lenten Wednesday evenings, Ash 

Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, funerals and weddings as needed) 

• An organ and a grand piano are in the sanctuary.  Pianos in the choir room and fellowship hall. 
 

mailto:hmcintosh@saxegotha.org
mailto:beth@sainttimothylutheran.org
mailto:beth@sainttimothylutheran.org
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For a PDF outlining qualifications, responsibilities, etc., go to our website and click the PDF link. Per-

sons interested in applying should provide a complete resume and professional references. Send resume 

and references to Martin Luther Lutheran Church at MLLC@knology.net. Church Office phone: (843) 

795-4855. The Rev. Thomas A. Cassem, 1605 Harborview Rd.  Charleston (James Island), SC 29412. 

www.martinlutherchurch.org. (Posted 1/21/2019) 

 

 

MISCELLANY 
 

AGO MUSIC EXCHANGE 

There is still much music in the AGO Music Exchange housed at Second Presbyterian Church, and ad-

ditional donations have been made in the last month. Please email Julia for an updated listing. There 

are 200+ titles of organ music and many choral anthems. To get a PDF listing of organ (by composer), 

organ plus instrument, piano, wedding, Advent/Christmas, collections, etc., or to schedule a time to 

come browse the collection, please email Julia Harlow, juliah.6@juno.com. A listing of choral anthems 

(SATB, SAB) is also available. For either listing, email Julia, or use the link on the Miscellany page of 

the chapter website https://www.agocharleston.org/miscellany.html.  As always, if you have organ or 

choral music or shoes that you do not need anymore, and want to donate to the Exchange, please let 

Julia know. Currently, there is a pair of nearly new organ shoes, size 10M. 

 

RODGERS ORGAN FOR SALE 

Rodgers, Model 805, 2-manual and pedalboard. Organ and console are in ex-

cellent condition. 

Midi capability. Wind-blown pipes may be added. Four memory levels. Ask-

ing price: $10,000. 

 

Contact:   Roberta Rowland-Raybold 

                Director of Music 

                St. Stephen's Episcopal Church 

                North Myrtle Beach 

                (607) 282-2350 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

We welcome ALPHONSO BROWN back to the chapter after a hiatus of some years, and we welcome new 

member ROBERT MYERS to the chapter for the first time. Extend a greeting when you meet them at one 

of our programs! 

mailto:MLLC@knology.net
http://www.martinlutherchurch.org/
mailto:juliah.6@juno.com
https://www.agocharleston.org/miscellany.html
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Charles Lippy, December 2 
Chad Martin, December 9 
Linda Wills, December 10 

Jimmy Miller, December 11 
Frances Johnson, December 12 
George Hubbard, December 24 
Thomas Bailey, December 24 
William Trexler, December 25 

 
(If you don’t see your name listed in your birth month, it’s 
because you didn’t provide a birthdate on your AGO infor-
mation form. Send your info to eleroy44@gmail com and 

I’ll get you entered.) 

 

Don’t forget to send in your news items for the December newsletter. 
The deadline is December 25. 
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Go here — https://www.agoatlanta2020.com/ — for complete information about the AGO convention in 

Atlanta, July 6–19, 2020. 

https://www.agoatlanta2020.com/

