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The mission of the American Guild of Organists is to enrich lives through organ and choral 

music. We encourage excellence in the performance of organ and choral music; inspire, ed-

ucate, and offer certification for organists and choral conductors; provide networking, fel-

lowship, and mutual support; nurture future generations of organists; promote the organ in 

its historic and evolving roles; and engage wider audiences with organ and choral music. 

 

DEAN’S LIST 
We have two engaging pro-

grams this month before we 

begin Easter preparations.  

By the time many of you 

read this we will have en-

joyed hosting Florence 

Jowers at St. Matthew’s.  

On March 19th we’ll return to the Citadel to hear the lat-

est additions to the organ and to hear the carillon. This is 

an excellent opportunity to bring friends who have never 

heard or seen a carillon and to expand our meeting be-

yond our current membership. Membership in the AGO 

is not limited to those who play the organ, so please in-

vite anyone you think may be interested in this special 

program. 

 I look forward to seeing all of you next month.  

Please remember to contact Nancy Lefter, Jason Pedeaux 

or Chuck Lippy with other possible nominations for our 

new board as we will be voting very soon! 

 

 —  Loretta 

  

CHAPTER OFFICERS 2018–2020 

 
DEAN 

Loretta Haskell 

lorettahaskell@moremusicplease.com 

SUB-DEAN 

Katie Holland  

k8ieholland@gmail.com 

SECRETARY 

Nancy Clayton Lefter  

nclefter@bellsouth.net 

TREASURER, WEBMASTER 

Edmund LeRoy  

eleroy44@gmail.com 
Please contact the treasurer with any 

changes of address, telephone number, or 

other information.  

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE  

Ann Longdon Hood 

hoodann361@aol.com 

Huey Waldon 

hueywaldon@gmail.com 

Mark Bebensee 

bebenseem@citadel.edu 

Larry Speakman 

larryspeakman@gmail.com 

IMMEDIATE PAST DEAN 

Jason Pedeaux 

jpedeaux@mppc.net 
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  FLORENCE JOWERS, ORGAN  
 

 

 

ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

405 KING ST, CHARLESTON 

SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 2020 

4:00 PM 

 

PROGRAM 

 
Hymne d’actions de grâce “Te Deum” Langlais 

 

Sonata No. 3 in G Major Rheinberger 

 1. Pastorale 

 2. Intermezzo 

 3. Fuge 

 

Two Chorales from 18 Great Bach 

 Herr Jesu Christ, dich zu uns wend 

 Nun danket alle Gott 

 

Toccata and Fugue in F Major, BWV 540 Bach 

 

Symphony VI in G Minor, Op. 42 Widor 

 III Intermezzo 

 II Adagio 

 I Allegro 

  

Florence Jowers has served since 2015 as the Director of Music and Organist at Christ Lutheran Church, 

Staunton, VA where she is a founder and co-director of the Bach Around the Clock Festival held at 

Christ Lutheran each March.  Previously, she was Associate Professor of Music and University Organist 

at Lenoir-Rhyne University. She is an active recitalist, having performed   throughout the United States 

and Germany, and also in Austria, Latvia, and the Czech Republic. She founded and directed the Lenoir-

Rhyne Youth Chorus, a professional youth choir which has toured extensively in the southeast, and has 

participated in festivals in several states as well as Europe. Ms. Jowers is a Fellow of the Bach Aria In-

stitute in Stonybrook, NY, and has completed graduate work at Yale’s Institute of Sacred Music and 

post-graduate study with Anton Heiller in Vienna, Austria. She has served as clinician for many profes-

sional conferences, including ALCM, AGO, and PAM. She has performed twice on the Piccolo Spoleto 

Festival and has been heard on NPR’s Pipedreams. 
 

OFFICER NOMINATIONS 
The nominating committee recommends the fol-

lowing members to serve as officers for 2020–

2022: 
 

 Dean: Katie Holland 

 Sub-Dean: Patricia Gould 

 Secretary: Nancy Lefter 

 Treasurer: Ed LeRoy 

 At-Large (2020–2024): Jimmy Miller 

 At-Large (2020–2024): Michael Varnadore 

 At-Large (continuing): Larry Speakman 

 At-Large (continuing): Mark Bebensee 
 

Members are encouraged to nominate others. 

Please contact Nancy Lefter 

(nclefter@bellsouth.net) by March 15. Nomina-

tions will be closed after that date.

mailto:nclefter@bellsouth.net


  

CARILLON AND PIPES AT THE CITADEL 
 

WHAT: AGO CHARLESTON MEETING 

WHEN: THURSDAY, MARCH 19, 2020 — 7:00 PM 

WHERE: SUMMERALL CHAPEL, THE CITADEL 

A demonstration and tour of “one of the largest Dutch bell installations in the western hemisphere” and 

an open console opportunity to try out the Citadel’s new pipes. This unique opportunity is hosted by 

Mitchell Stecker. 

CALENDAR 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 2020, 4:00 PM 

FLORENCE JOWERS, ORGAN 

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church,  

405 King St, Charleston. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 2020, 7:30 PM 

Bach Festival of Charleston 
BORN IN 1670 

Music by Bononcini, Caldara, and Fisher 

performed by vocal soloists and the Charles-

ton Baroque Players led by Ricard Bordas. 

First (Scots) Presbyterian Church, 53 

Meeting St, Charleston 29401. Ticket infor-

mation: www.bachsocietyofcharleston.org. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 6, 2020, 7:00 PM 

THE CITADEL CADET CHORALE 

The Chorale is an auditioned choral ensem-

ble from a variety of backgrounds and areas 

of study. This concert, part of their spring 

2020 tour, will include Mozart's “Ave 

Verum Corpus,” as well as favorites such as 

“Down In The River To Pray” and “The 

Prayer.” Kayleen Sánchez directs the ensem-

ble, and Jason Pedeaux serves as collabora-

tive pianist. Mount Pleasant Presbyterian 

Church, 302 Hibben St, Mt Pleasant, SC 

29464. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 6, 2020, 7:30 PM 

Bach Festival of Charleston 
CELTIC HARP 

Grainne Hambly and William Jackson. 

Circular Congregational Church, 150 

Meeting St, Charleston 29401. Ticket infor-

mation: www.bachsocietyofcharleston.org. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 7, 2020, 1:00 PM 

Bach Festival of Charleston 
PAUL THOMAS, ORGAN 

Cathedral Church of St. Luke and St. 

Paul, 120 Coming St, Charleston 29403. 

Ticket information: www.bachsocie-

tyofcharleston.org. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 2020, 3:00 PM 

Bach Festival of Charleston 
HAPPY 350TH

 BIRTHDAY CHARLESTON 

Purcell’s Welcome to All the Pleasures, 

Lully’s First Suite (Le bourgeois gentil-

homme), Bach’s Cantata 36, “Schwingt 

freudig euch empor.” Soloists and Charles-

ton Baroque Players, led by Ricard Bordas. 

First (Scots) Presbyterian Church, 53 

Meeting St, Charleston 29401. Ticket infor-

mation: www.bachsocietyofcharleston.org. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 13 AT 7 P.M. 

The Village Concert Series 
VOXIE: A CELTIC DUO 

This dynamic duo will captivate you with 

ballads and tunes from all over the British 

Isles featuring Lara Brooksbank as vocalist 

and Abigail Kent on Celtic harp. Abigail 
will also share some classic harp solos. 

Mount Pleasant Presbyterian Church, 

302 Hibben St, Mt Pleasant, SC 29464. Free 

and open to the public. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 3:00 PM 

Remington Concert Series 

BRIANNA JAEGER, PIANO 

Rodenberg Chapel, Franke at Seaside, 

1885 Rifle Range Rd, Mt. Pleasant. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 26, 7:00 PM 

WELLESLEY COLLEGE CHOIR 

The all-women’s choir, in existence since 

1900, will perform. Lutheran Church of 

the Redeemer, 714 Riverdale Dr, Charles-

ton, SC 29407. 

http://www.bachsocietyofcharleston.org/
http://www.bachsocietyofcharleston.org/
http://www.bachsocietyofcharleston.org/
http://www.bachsocietyofcharleston.org/
http://www.bachsocietyofcharleston.org/
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A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY AT 

MEPKIN ABBEY 
Mepkin Abbey, the Cistercian monastery in Moncks Corner, 

SC, needs an organist or a series of organists. The monas-

tery is offering to consider one-month residencies or retreats 

for interested organists. The commitment must be for at 

least a month. Free room and board will be provided at the 

monastery, and a modest stipend will be provided based on 

experience and demonstrated skills. 

Liturgical music consists of sung psalms using original 

psalm tones, and traditional hymns and Mass settings. The 

Divine Office is sung seven times daily, and a sung Mass is 

celebrated on four weekdays and Sunday. As a minimum, 

the organist  would be expected to accompany singing at the 

Masses, and at Lauds/Morning and Vespers/Evening Prayer. 

Required skills include proficiency on the organ, and the 

ability to accompany liturgical music using lead sheets (mel-

ody line with chord symbols). Desirable skills include training others in Organ skills. Psalms, hymns and 

Mass settings are specified in Office and Mass ORDOs published by a member of the monastic commu-

nity. Accompaniment lead sheets will be provided. While experience in Catholic and monastic liturgies 

is not required, it would be useful.  

Please feel free to forward this information to organists you know elsewhere who might be interested in 

a residency. Specifics will need to be worked out with Father Joseph Tedesco OCSO, Superior. The po-

sition might be available for women as well, but this will need to be worked out with Fr. Tedesco. 

Contact Fr. Tedesco at (843) 761-8509 to arrange for an interview and audition. 

 
UPCOMING EVENT:  TUESDAY, MAY 19, 2020 —6:30 PM 

AN N U A L CL OSI N G D I N N E R  AN D  IN STA L LAT I ON  OF NE W OFFI C E R S  

 
 Church of the Holy Communion 

 218 Ashley Ave, Charleston, SC 29403 

Gather with friends and colleagues for an evening of conviviality, followed by a 

short service in the church to install the chapter’s new officers for 2020–2022. 

 

 

 

JIMMY LYNN HYATT, d. 2019 

We mourn the passing of Jimmy Hyatt, a long-time member of the Charleston 

Chapter. His last musical position was as Director of Music at the Presbyterian 

Church on Edisto Island. He also had an organ maintenance business and was 

committed to Masonic activities. The coroner’s report found that he died of nat-

ural causes. His body was found in December some time after his death. 
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POE+ (FOR ADULTS) IN VIRGINIA 
Greetings from the Richmond, VA, chapter of the American Guild of Organists! 

In late July 2020, our chapter is hosting a POE+ (Pipe Organ Encounters Plus) educational event, and 

we’d like to invite you to help us spread the word about it, perhaps even attending it yourself. 

Beginning on Sunday afternoon, July 26, and ending on Friday afternoon, July 31, we will offer 

adult students of all experience levels an intense and exciting schedule of lessons, practice time, work-

shops, recitals, master classes, and some field trips to interesting places in the Richmond area. There are 

only three requirements for this level of POE. The participant must: 

• be 19 years of age or older, 

• want to improve his/her skills, 

• currently play or wish to play in a church or synagogue setting. 

The registration fee is $500, or $450 if registered and paid by May 1. There is also a $50 single-room 

supplement for the lodging arrangements. The registration deadline is June 15. 

Two websites have more information on the event: 

AGO https://www.agohq.org/education/poe/poe-plus/ 

Richmond http://poe2020.richmondago.org/ 

A copy of the brochure can be found at either website as well as additional information. 

If you or anybody you know is interested in participating, he/she should start with the application form 

on the AGO website. A welcome letter will be sent out to the applicant, which will provide information 

on the next steps to be taken. 

We hope that you are able to help us disseminate the information and/or the links to the AGO and chap-

ter websites.  

If you have any questions, please contact either one of us at your earliest convenience. 

Steve Henley stevehenley044@gmail.com 

Kenna Payne kennajohnp@aol.com 

 

POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
 

ORANGEBURG, SC:  FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (PCUSA) 

The congregation of First Presbyterian Church in Orangeburg, SC (650 Summers 

Ave) is seeking a Director of Music to provide Christian leadership for the entire 

music ministry, working directly with the Senior Minister and serving under the di-

rection of the Personnel Committee and the Church Session. The ideal candidate 

will possess a minimum of a Bachelor of Music in Choral Music, Voice, Organ/Pi-

ano, Music Education, or Performance. For a PDF outlining the full job descrip-

tion, go to www.agocharleston.org and click the link in the First Presbyterian en-

try. (Posted 9/26/19) 

 

 

  

https://www.agohq.org/education/poe/poe-plus/
http://poe2020.richmondago.org/
mailto:stevehenley044@gmail.com
mailto:kennajohnp@aol.com
http://www.agocharleston.org/
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HARTSVILLE, SC:  ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S CHURCH 

St. Bartholomew’s Church, 103 Campus Drive, Hartsville, SC 29550 is look-

ing for an organist. Duties include Sunday services, choir rehearsals, and any 

special services during the year. Vacation and continuing education included. 

The organ is a Casavant II/31, Opus 3659, built for us in 1988. Salary is $180 

per week plus $100 for special services. The organist reports to the Choir Di-

rector and the Rector. Send your resume to St. Bartholomew’s at the address 

above or via email: stbartchurch@gmail.com. Questions: (843) 332-8765 

(Posted 7/16/19) 

 

ORANGEBURG, SC:  FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

First Baptist Church of Orangeburg is seeking a part-time organist to pro-

vide service music for Sunday worship, as well as special occasions 

throughout the year. Regular duties include accompanying Wednesday 

night choir rehearsal (7:00 pm) and playing for Sunday worship services 

(11:00 am). The organ is a Möller, 3 manuals, 31 ranks from the original 

installation. The pedalboard is AGO standard. The organ was installed in 

1968 and rebuilt by Schlueter Pipe Organ Company in 2007, with 

additional Walker digital stops added. Résumés may be sent to First Bap-

tist Church, P.O. Box 637, Orangeburg, South Carolina, 29116 or emailed to jane@fbcorangeburg.org. 

(Posted 6/20/19) 

 

SAINT MATTHEWS, SC:  ST. PAUL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

St. Paul UMC, 1808 Bridge St, Saint Matthews, SC 29135 is seek-

ing an organist/choir director. The job requirements include choir 

practice at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings (or another time during 

the week) and one worship service on Sunday from 11:00 a.m.-

12:00 p.m. Some additional services throughout the year (Christmas 

Eve, funerals, etc.) may also be requested. The instrument is a 1937 

Möller Pipe Organ. 
 

Please call (803) 874-2166 or email at stpaulsmumc@gmail.com for 

more details. Pastor: Rev. Sara Relaford. Church Secretary: Lori 

Worsencroft. Church Website: www.stpaulsmumc.com. (Posted 5/28/19) 

 

LEXINGTON, SC:  SAXE GOTHA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Saxe Gotha Presbyterian Church of Lexington, SC is 

seeking applications to fill the part time position of 

Organist/Music Associate. SGPC is a thriving ECO 

non-liturgical congregation in the heart of Lexington, 

SC, with an engaging music and arts ministry. 

Responsibilities include providing organ 

accompaniment for two traditional worship services, 

accompanying weekly adult and youth choir rehearsals, directing the handbell ensemble, and playing for 

funerals and weddings. The organist will serve on a team that includes the Director of Music and Arts, 

several audio/visual specialists and a staff pianist. Qualified candidates will possess at least an 
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undergraduate degree in music and/or appropriate experience in a traditional worship setting. This 

position has the possibility for expanding for the right candidate to complete administrative tasks for the 

worship and arts ministry. This position can range from 10 to 30 hours a week with a salary based on 

education, experience, and hours worked. The organ is a 3-manual Allen Renaissance (1997). All 

interested candidates should contact Director of Music and Arts, Hal McIntosh at 

hmcintosh@saxegotha.org or 803-359-7770, extension 13. (Posted 2/18/19) 

 

GOOSE CREEK:  ST. TIMOTHY LUTHERAN CHURCH (NALC) 

St. Timothy's is looking for a part-time organist to play their 37-stop, 2-

manual Allen Quantum Q265D (2012). The ideal candidate: 

• Has experience playing a traditional liturgical service and accom-

panying a chancel choir; 

• Views organ skills as a service to God and as a vital part of wor-

ship leadership; 

• Is open to and reliant on following God’s Spirit in a team environ-

ment. 
 

Submit resume by April 30, 2019 to: Beth Alford, Director of Music Ministries: beth@sainttimothylu-

theran.org or PO Box 807, Goose Creek, SC 29445.  (Posted 3/24/19) 

 

CHARLESTON:  MARTIN LUTHER LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA) 

Martin Luther Lutheran Church is seeking a part-time Music Director to 

lead our music on Sunday morning and for other services. We need 

someone who plays organ and piano, can direct our choir, and can start a 

handbell choir. Directing a children’s choir could be a possibility as we 

are slowly gaining children. 
 

Mission Statement: “We are a caring people of God, brought together 

by grace and nourished by the Word. Led by the Spirit we are sent out in 

service to share God’s love.” 
 

Profile: 

• One service: 9:00a.m., and weekly Adult Choir rehearsal 

• Other services as needed (Christmas Eve, Advent and Lenten Wednesday evenings, Ash 

Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, funerals and weddings as needed) 

• An organ and a grand piano are in the sanctuary.  Pianos in the choir room and fellowship hall. 
 

For a PDF outlining qualifications, responsibilities, etc., go to our website and click the PDF link. Per-

sons interested in applying should provide a complete resume and professional references. Send resume 

and references to Martin Luther Lutheran Church at MLLC@knology.net. Church Office phone: (843) 

795-4855. The Rev. Thomas A. Cassem, 1605 Harborview Rd.  Charleston (James Island), SC 29412. 

www.martinlutherchurch.org. (Posted 1/21/2019) 

 

  

mailto:hmcintosh@saxegotha.org
mailto:beth@sainttimothylutheran.org
mailto:beth@sainttimothylutheran.org
mailto:MLLC@knology.net
http://www.martinlutherchurch.org/
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FAYETTEVILLE, NC:  HAYMOUNT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Haymount is the largest UMC in the Fayetteville district. We have a 3-manual 

Mohler pipe organ that we are preparing to rebuild and upgrade. We are still 

currently using it, but it is long overdue for a major overhaul, and we are in the 

process of contracting that with Lewtak Organ Builders. Contact: Donald Warren 

at donaldwarren@haymountumc.com. 
 

 

THIS ʼN THAT 
 

HEAVENLY DESCANTS 

Are you familiar with Heavenly Descants?  

Charleston musician Susan Sievert Messersmith composed and 

published Heavenly Descants on 118 Hymn Tunes, which is 

cross-referenced with the harmonies of hymnals from several 

denominations and is available in 2 editions, one for B!trumpet 

and one for C trumpet (or other C instruments). 

She recently created an addendum especially for the Glory to 

God hymnal used in the Presbyterian Church! The Presbyterian 

addendum is a free digital download with the purchase of the 

Heavenly Descants book. 

Susan is the trumpet instructor at Charleston Southern Univer-

sity and a former full-time member of the Charleston Sym-

phony Orchestra.  

For more information visit www.HeavenlyDescants.com or 

email SuzetteMS@aol.com. 

 

AGO MUSIC EXCHANGE 

There is still much music in the AGO Music Exchange housed at Second Presbyterian Church, and ad-

ditional donations have been made in the last month. Please email Julia for an updated listing. There 

are 200+ titles of organ music and many choral anthems. To get a PDF listing of organ (by composer), 

organ plus instrument, piano, wedding, Advent/Christmas, collections, etc., or to schedule a time to 

come browse the collection, please email Julia Harlow, juliah.6@juno.com. A listing of choral anthems 

(SATB, SAB) is also available. For either listing, email Julia, or use the link on the Miscellany page of 

the chapter website https://www.agocharleston.org/miscellany.html.  As always, if you have organ or 

choral music or shoes that you do not need anymore, and want to donate to the Exchange, please let 

Julia know. Currently, there is a pair of nearly new organ shoes, size 10M. 

 

  

mailto:donaldwarren@haymountumc.com
http://www.heavenlydescants.com/
mailto:SuzetteMS@aol.com
mailto:juliah.6@juno.com
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ORGAN FOR SALE 

Howard electronic organ (made by Baldwin). Standard AGO 

pedalboard. Has been in only one place since purchase. Ex-

cellent condition. 

 

Contact: Alphonso Brown 

 alphonso@gullahtours.com 

 (843) 670-3664 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBER 

We welcome BRAD COLBY, with R. A. Colby Organbuilders in Johnson City, TN, to the chapter as a 

dual member (Northeast TN-Southwest VA Chapter). Extend a greeting when you meet him! In the 

meantime, check out their website:  http://racolby.com/ 

 

WELL WISHES 

We send our good thoughts to the good DR. JIM LANCASTER who had open-heart double bypass surgery 

in January at MUSC. He came through the procedure swimmingly and is recovering well and on 

schedule at his home in Beaufort. 

 

 

Madelaine Beckford, March 17 
Andrew Byrd, March 12 
Justin Wham, March 22 
Sally Dixon, March 28 

 
(If you don’t see your name listed in your birth month, it’s 
because you didn’t provide a birthdate on your AGO infor-
mation form. Send your info to eleroy44@gmail com and 

I’ll get you entered.) 

 

Don’t forget to send in your news items for the April newsletter. 
The deadline is March 25. 

 

mailto:alphonso@gullahtours.com
http://racolby.com/
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Go here — https://www.agoatlanta2020.com/ — for complete information about the AGO convention in 

Atlanta, July 6–19, 2020. 

 

REGISTRATION RATES FOR REGULAR AGO MEMBERS 
 

Regular Registration:  Feb 1 - Mar 31: $495 

Final Registration:  Apr 1 - July 10: $545 

 

https://www.agoatlanta2020.com/

