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DEAN’S LIST
Dear Friends,
Have you ever … Gently
demonstrated using fingers to a child banging
on the piano? Had a child
and parent come up to
the organ, count the keyboards, or watch while
you do “something fancy” with your feet? Let a
kid pull out a stop or turn your page? Given a
concert and used an illustration or image that a
child would understand? If you have done any of
these things, you are an organist recruiter.
The Charleston area is a hotbed of piano students,
school piano programs, and even Jazz piano classes. Include our own children, grandchildren, and
former piano students, and we have a treasure
trove of potential organists and organ-supporters.
Are we really doing all that we can to educate
and entice this garden of keyboardists into our
colorful world of stops, multiple keyboards, and
foot pedals?
Among us, it is not uncommon to hear that we
started playing for a church at 13, 14, or 15.
What happened in those formative years to get
you hooked? Did your grandmother have an old
Rodgers parlor organ with a book of “oldies”?
Did an organist take you under their wing and let
you sample the sounds? Did you get to see “the
workings” of a pipe organ? Whatever it was, it
started you on a path that has enriched hundreds
and maybe thousands of people!
(continues, p. 2)

Invite the kids in your life (big or little) to tune in to our Virtual Organ Crawl of the Citadel Organ by Cornel Zimmer on Monday, November 16 at 7:00. Pop some popcorn and make it a zoom
date!
In Joyful Music,

Deacon Katie Holland
Dean
P.S.—True story: I started this article last month. Last week, my twelve-year-old asked me to
teach him how to play our old parlor Hammond. Since I view drawbars as an inexplicable mystery and consider this addition to our household a bookshelf good for playing one thing only
(“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” Charlie-Brown-Christmas-style), I did a google search and —
imagine — the AGO has a lesson on Hammond drawbars! You can find it here at
https://www.agohq.org/lessons-for-the-new-organist/ along with 29 other lessons that might be
helpful for the organ enthusiasts in your life. Or you. KTH
Congrats to the recipients of this year’s Remington Scholarship. The Remington Scholarship is
for young adults (usually college age) who study organ. This year, our board decided to award
three talented young people with AGO memberships as Young Organists as well.

THE CHARLESTON CHAPTER ZOOMS AGAIN
CORNEL ZIMMER AND THE CITADEL ORGAN
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16 (ZOOM)
7:00 PM
Join organ builder Cornel Zimmer as he leads us
on an exploration of the pipe restoration work in
The Citadel's Summerall Chapel accomplished by his organ building company.

NEW YOUNG ORGANISTS
Three young organists at the College of Charleston are Remington Scholarship recipients. The
chapter is sponsoring their membership in the AGO. Read below to get to know them.
JACKSON STONE came to the organ in an effort to assist his home congregation in hymn singing. He continues, “My choir director asked if I
would be interested in playing the organ since I could play the piano.
(Ha—we’ve all heard this!) Since we didn’t have an organist at the time,
all pressure was on. I reluctantly accepted the position, but fast forward
to today, I couldn’t be happier with the decision I made then. The organ
is a magnificent instrument with so many capabilities. It is truly the king
of instruments!
2

ELISE AND ERIC PICKFORD, who are siblings, attend the
College of Charleston on both music and academic
scholarships. Each of them majors in music performance
(violin, piano, and pipe organ) and study under the tutelage of Professor Lee-Chin Siow, Dr. Paul Sanchez, and
Dr. Julia Harlow. Eric also majors in Computer Science
and Elise in Accounting.
On their various instruments, they have performed for
Piccolo Spoleto, the Charleston Symphony Orchestra
League, Music Matters, St. Luke’s Organ Recital Series
at MUSC, the opening act for the Duke (University)
Pitchforks performance for HALOS, the inauguration of
the College of Charleston’s President Andrew Hsu, plus
various other performances at Franke at Seaside, Bishop
Gadsden, and The Village at Summerville. Eric has
served as Concertmaster for the College of Charleston
Orchestra as well as violinist for several of the College’s opera performances. As violinists, they
were members, when in high school, of the Summerville Orchestra from 2015–2017. Both have
won flute and voice competitions in which they earned summer study scholarships.
They became interested in the pipe organ when they were juniors in high school while singing as
choir members at a church in downtown Charleston. They bartered singing in the adult choir in
exchange for organ lessons with the organist/choirmaster there. When that person retired one
year later, they began their organ lessons with Dr. Harlow and continued their studies after high
school graduation at the College of Charleston. They currently perform organ preludes and postludes several times a semester at this church and have conducted services during the summer
when asked to fill in for the Director of Music. In addition, they occasionally play at other
churches when available.
In the future, they hope to use their organ skills, as well as using their other instruments, avocationally as a choirmaster and/or organist while also pursuing non-musical careers.

UPCOMING CHAPTER EVENTS
The board is in discussion about events for 2021, and we welcome input from the membership.
All of the following are tentative.
• January 25 at 7:00 pm. Members’ recital, place TBA.
• March 8 at 7:00 pm. Organ registrations for small instruments with Michael Varnadore,
place TBA.
• May 2 at 4:00. Carillon demonstration at The Citadel with picnic following in Hampton
Park.

TALENT HUNT
Alphonso Brown announces that the Mu Phi Chapter of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity will hold a
Talent Hunt next spring for high school students, grades 9–12. For complete information, see the
full-page letter later in this newsletter.
3

CALENDAR
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 5:00 PM
ALL SAINTS' CHORAL EVENSONG
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, featuring the Covid Septet under Wayne Helmly’s direction.
Stanford’s Service in B-flat and Psalm 150, Shephard’s Preces and Responses, Gerald Near’s
“There Is a Balm in Gilead,” and Thomas Jeneau’s “I Believe.” The online event will be
shared through St. Stephen's YouTube Channel at this link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWnFE5JsJZ8SWhdog6Z09hw. The Rev. William Coyne will preach at the event, and
City of Charleston Mayor John Tecklenburg will be a special guest.
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 4:00 PM
JASON BAZZLE, ORGAN
Ludlum Worship and Arts Series
Mr. Bazzle performs works by Buxtehude, Bach, Langlais, Howells, and Lang. The online
link will appear here: https://www.smlccharleston.org/content.cfm?page_content=announcement_include.cfm&announcement_id=209
Please send your upcoming events — in person or
virtual — to Ed LeRoy. The deadline for December is
November 25.

NEW ORGAN AT BISHOP GADSDEN
Schoenstein & Co. is building a new three-manual, 14-voice, 16-rank organ for Bishop Gadsden
Episcopal Retirement Community in Charleston, South Carolina. It is in the symphonic style
with Great and Swell enclosed and high pressure stops doubly enclosed within the Swell. The
third manual borrows solo and ensemble stops from the Great and Swell. The beautiful and resonant chapel is in the traditional Southern Colonial style. The instrument will be free standing in a
case elevated at the west end. Installation is underway now. Musical advisor and organ consultant for the project is Nigel Potts, Canon Organist and Master of the Music, Grace Church Cathedral in Charleston. Cummings & McCrady, Inc. are architects of the Chapel.
This organ was entirely custom made to fit the acoustics and music program of the chapel. All of
its pipes were designed based on actual test pipes sounded in the chapel before work began. The
voices selected for this organ were primarily for accompaniment of the traditional Anglican service, which requires a thoroughly versatile collection of tonal colors at a wide range of volume
levels. All pipes but those represented in the case display are under expression and the most
powerful voices are under double expression. This amount of control allows the organist to mix
and blend tonal colors for a nearly infinite pallet of tone and even more subtlety than a symphony orchestra. As a result, this organ can be called “symphonic” and is capable of rendering
most of the great organ literature in recital.
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Schoenstein & Co. in Benicia, CA near San Francisco was established in 1877 and has built organs in recent years for 24 Episcopal churches including: Christ Church, Cambridge; Christ &
St. Stephen’s, New York; Church of the Redeemer, Chestnut Hill (Boston); St. James’, Madison
Avenue, New York; St. Martin’s, Houston; and St. Paul’s K Street, Washington, DC. Schoenstein has also served many other denominations and institutions such as: The Juilliard School,
Fordham University, Georgetown University, and The Nashville Symphony Orchestra. The firm
also does renovation of historic instruments such as the Mormon Tabernacle organ in Salt Lake
City. Their consulting clients have included Washington National Cathedral, Washington, D.C;
The Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine, New York; Trinity Church, Boston; Trinity
Church, Wall Street; The University of Chicago; The University of Michigan; The Boston Symphony Orchestra; and The Cleveland Orchestra.
A stoplist appears later in this newsletter.
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE
JAMES ISLAND, SC: THE CHAPEL AT BISHOP GADSDEN
The Chapel at Bishop Gadsden is seeking a part-time organist/choir director. He/she will be responsible for playing for the 10:30 service on
Sunday mornings, and after the pandemic, will also direct the choir.
The choir traditionally has rehearsed once a week and sung for the Sunday morning service as well as Christmas Eve. Along with Christmas,
there are services on various other occasions such as Epiphany,
Maundy Thursday, Easter, and Thanksgiving. The organist has the first
right-of-refusal for funerals. The chapel has a new 16 rank Schoenstein
organ which was designed specifically for that space. To learn more about the position and/or
apply, contact the chaplain, Father Tom Wilson at Tom.Wilson@bishopgadsden.org.
(Posted 10/30/20)
JAMES ISLAND, SC: SAINT JAMES ANGLICAN CHURCH
Saint James is seeking a full-time worship leader comfortable with traditional and contemporary music. The person should be skilled on the piano
and the organ. The ideal candidate will have the opportunity to help cast a
new vision for our worship ministry as we move through these times of
change and into the future. For a full description of the position’s responsibilities, click the link on the AGO website https://www.agocharleston.org/positions-available.html. Salary range commensurate with experience. Please respond to the Rev. Louise Weld at lweld@saint-james.org
(Posted 6/23/20)
SAINT MATTHEWS, SC: ST. PAUL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
St. Paul UMC, 1808 Bridge St, Saint Matthews, SC 29135 is
seeking an organist/choir director. The job requirements include choir practice at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings (or another time during the week) and one worship service on Sunday from 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Some additional services
throughout the year (Christmas Eve, funerals, etc.) may also
be requested. The instrument is a 1937 Möller Pipe Organ.
Please call (803) 874-2166 or email at stpaulsmumc@gmail.com for more details. Pastor: Rev. Sara
Relaford. Church Secretary: Lori Worsencroft. Church Website: www.stpaulsmumc.com.
(Posted 5/28/19)

6

LEXINGTON, SC: SAXE GOTHA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Saxe Gotha Presbyterian Church of Lexington,
SC is seeking applications to fill the part time
position of Organist/Music Associate. SGPC is
a thriving ECO non-liturgical congregation in
the heart of Lexington, SC, with an engaging
music and arts ministry. Responsibilities
include providing organ accompaniment for
two traditional worship services, accompanying weekly adult and youth choir rehearsals,
directing the handbell ensemble, and playing for funerals and weddings. The organist will serve
on a team that includes the Director of Music and Arts, several audio/visual specialists and a
staff pianist. Qualified candidates will possess at least an undergraduate degree in music and/or
appropriate experience in a traditional worship setting. This position has the possibility for
expanding for the right candidate to complete administrative tasks for the worship and arts
ministry. This position can range from 10 to 30 hours a week with a salary based on education,
experience, and hours worked. The organ is a 3-manual Allen Renaissance (1997). All interested
candidates should contact Director of Music and Arts, Hal McIntosh at
hmcintosh@saxegotha.org or 803-359-7770, extension 13. (Posted 2/18/19)

THIS ʼN THAT
AGO MUSIC EXCHANGE
There is still much music in the AGO Music Exchange housed at Second Presbyterian Church,
and additional donations have been made in the last month. Please email Julia for an updated
listing. There are 200+ titles of organ music and many choral anthems. To get a PDF listing of
organ (by composer), organ plus instrument, piano, wedding, Advent/Christmas, collections, etc.,
or to schedule a time to come browse the
collection, please email Julia Harlow,
juliah.6@juno.com. A listing of choral anHAPPY BIRTHDAY!
thems (SATB, SAB) is also available. For either listing, email Julia, or use the link on the
Mark Bebensee, November 2
Miscellany page of the chapter website
Scott Atwood, November 9
https://www.agocharleston.org/miscelLarry
Speakman, November 9
lany.html. As always, if you have organ or
Mark Morris, November 14
choral music or shoes that you do not need
Susanne Jeter, November 20
anymore, and want to donate to the ExJason
Pedeaux, November 21
change, please let Julia know. Currently,
there is a pair of nearly new organ shoes,
size 10M.
Our website has clickable links to PDFs of the current holdings. Go here: https://www.agoharleston.org/miscellany.html.
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MU ALPHA CHAPTER

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.
P. O. Box 22523
Charleston, South Carolina 29413-2523
E-Mail: MuAlpha.opp@gmail.com
Website: http://www.portcityques.com

Bro. Reginald Terry
Basileus
Bro. Shawn Gordon
Keeper of Records and Seal

Instrumental and Vocal Music Instructors
Every year the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. sponsors a Talent Hunt Program open to high school students, grades 9 - 12. The
Talent Hunt Program has become one of the Fraternity's premier international programs made up of 12 district winners that will
appear on stage during a public event at our International Grand Conclave (The Dr. Moses C. Norman Leadership Conference)
which will be held July13th-18th (2021) in Nassau Bahamas in The Atlantis Hotel. At the Local, District, and National level this
program is extremely competitive, coveted recognition and demonstration are done every year.
Here in the Charleston area, our local Talent Hunt Contest winner will advance to the district level competition and perform at a
later date during the Sixth District’s Annual Meeting. Cash prizes will be awarded at levels of the competition. Individuals
representing the local chapter at the District level will be provided with lodging, travel, and meals to the Sixth District’s Annual
Meeting. The District level winner will receive a cash award, trophy, and an expense paid trip (transportation, lodging, and
meals) to the Fraternity’s International Conclave next scheduled to occur in Charlotte, North Carolina.
At the international level each participant will be awarded $1,000 for their demonstration.
Following are the criteria for participation in the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Talent Hunt Program:
1. The date of the local Talent is schedule for Saturday, February 20, 2021 (venue to be announce later)
2. Talent Hunt is open for the following forms of trained art:
Music: Vocal and instrumental; classical or semi-classical.
(A printed copy of the music is required for the judges to analyze and score)
3. Basic Rules for Participation in the District and International Talent Hunt:
Contestant must be a high school student (9 - 12) who has not advanced beyond a senior at the time of the Local
Talent Hunt
4. Memorization of selections are encouraged for maximum awarded points.
5. Track music may be used for accompaniment as long as there is no lead instrumental or background vocals included on
the track.
6. The Talent Hunt is a competition on the Chapter and District levels only.
The applications will be provided upon an expressed interest to one of the emails or phone numbers listed below.
For many years our local Talent Hunt Program has been a rewarding experience showcasing many of our talented youths within
the Charleston area. With your support we can continue to display the wonderful talents of our gifted youth on local, district
and possibly international stages if so fortunate.
Mr. Alphonso Brown, (843) 670-3664 - alphonso@gullahtours.com
Mr. Alonzo Linnen, (843) 834-6045 – alonzolinnenbusiness@gmail.com
On behalf of Mu Alpha Chapter “Thank You”,

Alphonso Brown and Alonzo Linnen
Talent Hunt Chair and Co-Chair

 FRIENDSHIP IS ESSENTIAL TO THE SOUL 

SCHOENSTEIN & CO.

BISHOP GADSDEN CHAPEL
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA
Three Manual and Pedal Organ
14 Voices — 16 Ranks
Electric-Pneumatic Action

GREAT (II – Expressive)
8' Open Diapason
61 Pipes
8' Harmonic Flute (Cor. Dolce Bass) 42 "
8' Corno Dolce
61 "
8' Flute Celeste (TC)
49 "
8' Vox Celeste II (Swell)
4' Principal
61 "
4' Corno Dolce
12 "
2' Mixture III†
166 "
8' Tuba Minor(Swell)
8' Clarinet
61 "
Tremulant
Great Unison Off
Great
4'
†Mixture does not octave couple
SWELL (III - Expressive)
16' Bourdon (Wood)
8' Salicional
8' Chimney Flute
8' Gamba†
8' Vox Celeste†
8' Flute Celeste II (Great)
4' Salicet
4' Chimney Flute
4' Flute Celeste II (Great)
2⅔'' Nazard (From Chimney Flute)
2' Fifteenth
16' Bass Tuba†
16' Contra Oboe
8' Tuba Minor†
8' Oboe Horn
Tremulant
Swell
16'
Swell Unison Off
Swell
4'
†In separate box inside Swell

Bishop Gadsden Chapel

12 Pipes
61 "
61 "
61 "
61 "
12
12

"
"

12
12
12
61
61

"
"
"
"
"

SOLO (I)
8’
8’
8’
8’
16’
8’
8'
8'
8'
8'
8'
8'
4'
4'
2⅔'
2'

SOLO STOPS
Open Diapason (Great)
Harmonic Flute (Great)
Oboe Horn (Swell)
Clarinet (Great)
Bass Tuba (Swell)
Tuba Minor (Swell)
ACCOMPANIMENT STOPS
Corno Dolce (Great)
Flute Celeste (Great)
Gamba (Swell)
Vox Celeste (Swell)
ENSEMBLE STOPS
Salicional (Swell)
Chimney Flute (Swell)
Salicet (Swell)
Chimney Flute (Swell)
Nazard (Swell)
Fifteenth (Swell)
Solo
16'
Solo Unison Off
Solo
4'

PEDAL
32' Resultant
16' Contrabass
16' Bourdon (Swell)
8' Open Diapason (Great)
8' Violoncello
8' Salicional (Swell)
8' Chimney Flute (Swell)
4' Octave (Great Open Diapason)
4' Flute (Great Harm. Flute)
16' Bass Tuba (Swell)
16' Contra Oboe (Swell)
8' Tuba Minor(Swell)
4' Clarinet (Great)
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COUPLERS
Great

to

Pedal

Great

to

Pedal

Swell

to

Pedal

Swell
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Pedal

Solo

to

Pedal

Solo

to

Pedal

4'

Swell

to

Great

16'

Swell

to

Great

Swell

to

Great

Solo

to

Great

Great

to

Solo

Swell

to

Solo

4'
4'

4'

MECHANICALS
Solid State Capture Combination Action:
■
■
■
■
■
■

5000 Memories.
48 Pistons and toe studs.
3 Reversibles
Programmable piston range.
Piston sequencer.
Record/Playback system.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Bishop Gadsden Episcopal Retirement Community
1 Bishop Gadsden Way
Charleston, SC 29412
(843) 762-3300

Bishop Gadsden Chapel
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