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The mission of the American Guild of Organists is to enrich lives through organ and choral music. We 

encourage excellence in the performance of organ and choral music; inspire, educate, and offer certifica-

tion for organists and choral conductors; provide networking, fellowship, and mutual support; nurture 

future generations of organists; promote the organ in its historic and evolving roles; and engage wider 

audiences with organ and choral music. 

 

DEAN’S LIST 
Dear Friends, 

I'm no Greek scholar but 

the word describing hol-

idays for musicians this 

year is “diaspora.” From 

“dia” meaning "across" 

and “speirein” meaning 

"scatter," the word origi-

nally referred to the exile of Jews from Israel 

starting in 5 BCE. Today, ‘diaspora’ generally 

describes the scattering of a group of people of 

common heritage in different parts of the world 

who maintain awareness of their cultural identity.  

In reading about the origins of diaspora, I read a 

report suggesting communities in diaspora are 

important in enriching their new locales by main-

taining those cultural identities and most im-

portantly, those customs and festivals of the 

homeland.   

The comparison is clear. We are exiled by 

COVID-19. As musicians, we remember our 

homelands—our sacred spaces filled with singers 

and instrumentalists, our concert halls bursting 

with major works and pops concerts, and our stu-

dios busily preparing winter concerts. 

Where is our place and what is our purpose? We 

can be ambassadors of music and the generosity 

of the season. We enrich wherever we are with 

our art by celebrating old traditions in new ways 

and places. Our gatherings are smaller, more 

“humble” (as written by Roberta Rowland-Ray-

bold) but we keep the faith by making music with 
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the few around us, by singing carols with family, choosing smaller pieces that enhance the gifts 

of a few, moving what we can outside, and even, dare I say, learning to sing through masks.  

By actively “remembering” the traditions and beliefs of former years, we remain hopeful in our 

diaspora. While we are scattered, look at what and who you have and share what you can with 

others. You do important work and the AGO appreciates you. 

Scattered with you, 

Deacon Katie Holland 
Dean 

 

CORNEL ZIMMER AT THE CITADEL 

 

Jim Styne, at the console; Cornel Zimmer, standing 

Around 16 chapter members gathered in Summerall Chapel at The Citadel on November 17 to 

hear Cornel Zimmer speak about the progress of the chapel organ. Jake Hill (in the sales area of 

Cornel Zimmer Organ Builders) gave an introduction and brief overview. Cornel then talked 

about the progress. Currently, the plan is to replace all the Walker digital voices with pipe ranks, 

most from the Reuter instrument that was last enlarged in 1964. The Great, Choir, and most of 

the Pedal divisions are now in and waiting for voicing. The Swell, Solo, and the remainder of the 

Pedal will be installed in the spring of 2021. When finished, it will be Zimmer’s Opus 135 and 

one of the largest pipe organs in the state. 
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After Cornel’s presentation, Jim Styne improvised extensively, demonstrating the new pipe 

voices in solo and combination. See the photos later in this newsletter showing the work in pro-

gress. 

 

ST. LUKE’S IN SUMMERVILLE 
By CHAD MARTIN 

Music Director/Organist at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

The music ministry at St. Luke’s continues to be, as it has been for generations for our parishion-

ers and community, an integral and inspiring element of worship and outreach. Over the last two 

and a half years, much research and exploration has been done regarding the upkeep and possible 

expansion of the 1981 Schantz organ console in our sanctuary. During this process, St. Luke’s 

was blessed with the opportunity to purchase an Allen organ English console that not only offers 

a more extensive musical palette and gives us a better functioning console, but also marries with 

our existing pipes perfectly! We now have 92 ranks, 74 digital ranks and 18 ranks of existing 

pipes . . . 1,073 pipes to be exact. 

This Allen organ console was built in late 2007 as a demo project for future purchasers to envi-

sion and experience the combination of wind-blown pipes and digital organ voices all played 

from the same console. The Allen console is built in the English style and was designed by the 

Figure 1  The new console 

Chad Martin with the new console (minus pedals) 
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late Carlo Curley who lived much of 

his life in Great Britain performing 

world-wide as a concert organist. The 

original concept of the design was to 

prepare the console for future control 

of an all-pipe organ or an all-digital or-

gan. The console has 3 manuals, 88 

drawknobs, and 27 rocker tabs. It has 

an oak exterior with a curly maple/eb-

ony wood interior finished in high 

polish. The keyboards are of German 

origin and built by the Laukauff organ 

supply firm. Sharp notes on both the 

manuals and pedals are made of natu-

ral maple rather than traditional black. 

A mechanical bench is provided for easy height adjustment by the organist(s). Four suites repre-

sent the American, English, French and German period of organ building. Each suite stores the 

sounds of various organ builders of the period. There are 16 memory levels, 18 general pistons, 

and 6 divisional pistons for each division. In addition to the general cancel piston, each divi-

sional nameplate also serves as a cancel device that only operates the corresponding division. 

There are over 300 voices in the midi division, a record/playback function, and two Cymbel-

sterns (one mounted on the front wall and one digitally installed in the swell chamber).  Jim In-

gram of Lexington, SC and 

Morris Spearman of Charlotte, 

NC oversaw the tonal work and 

tuning during installation. The 

console is also prepared to allow 

the Choir division to play from 

the rear of the nave in the future 

if so desired.  

Additionally, due to growth in 

the sanctuary choir before the 

pandemic and due to the design 

of the new console, a new choir 

loft is being designed and con-

structed.  The new layout will 

have the choir facing the con-

gregation at an angle from the 

front corner of the sanctuary 

with the new console centered 

in front of the choir with the or-

ganist’s back to the congrega-

tion.  The console will be move-

able from its normal location to 

the center of the front of the 

sanctuary for concerts and recit-

als on an “as needed” basis.  
Pastor Nathan Rice standing amid the choir loft construction 
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Although the pandemic has created very unusual and uncertain times, especially when it comes 

to organ and church music, I am truly grateful and excited to play such a unique instrument, and 

share it with the Greater Charleston area. As former dean of the Lowcountry AGO, I remember 

one of our goals was to spread the grandeur and joy of organ music.  My intent is to do just that 

with this new installation at St. Luke’s in Summerville. I look forward to sharing my new video 

series “Chatting with Chad: Exploring the St. Luke’s Organ,” and our concert series, “St. Luke’s 

of Summerville Presents,” with organ enthusiasts in 2021.  

May your holiday season be filled with joy, good food, good drinks, and LOTS of organ music!   

Specifications appear toward the end of this newsletter. 

 

UPCOMING CHAPTER EVENTS 
• MONDAY, JANUARY 25 AT 7:00 PM. Members’ recital at St. Philip’s Church (142 Church 

St) on the 51-rank Casavant, recently rebuilt and upgraded by Cornel Zimmer. If you’d 

like perform on this program, please get in touch with Pat Gould 

(pgould@stphilipschurchsc.org). 
 

• MONDAY, MARCH 8 AT 7:00 PM. Organ registrations for small instruments with Michael 

Varnadore, at the Church of the Good Shepherd in West Ashley (1393 Miles Dr, Charles-

ton, SC 29407). If you know organists who deal with small instruments or are perhaps 

not as experienced in registering, this will be an excellent program for them. 
 

• SUNDAY, MAY 2 AT 4:00 PM (day and time are tentative). Carillon demonstration at 

The Citadel with a picnic following in Hampton Park. 

 

TALENT HUNT 
Alphonso Brown announces that the Mu Phi Chapter of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity will hold a 

Talent Hunt next spring for high school students, grades 9–12. For complete information, see the 

full-page letter later in this newsletter. Deadline for applying is January 31. 

CALENDAR 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25, 6:00 PM 

CHRISTMAS AT ST. PHILIP’S 

A recording of Christmas Lessons and Carols sung by the Choirs of St Philip’s will be availa-

ble for viewing on Christmas Day at 6:00 PM in the evening. The video is available through 

the church’s website, www.stphilipschurchsc.org. Music of Schubert, Rutter, Ravenscroft, 

Pearsall, Handel, Page, Carter, Adam, Victoria, Forrest, Poston, and Willan. Featuring an 18-

piece orchestra under the direction of Pat Gould and Chris Walchesky. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send your upcoming events — in person or 

virtual — to Ed LeRoy. The deadline for January is 

December 25. 

mailto:pgould@stphilipschurchsc.org
http://www.stphilipschurchsc.org/
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
JAMES ISLAND, SC:  THE CHAPEL AT BISHOP GADSDEN 
The Chapel at Bishop Gadsden is seeking a part-time organist/choir di-

rector.  He/she will be responsible for playing for the 10:30 service on 

Sunday mornings, and after the pandemic, will also direct the choir.  

The choir traditionally has rehearsed once a week and sung for the Sun-

day morning service as well as Christmas Eve.  Along with Christmas, 

there are services on various other occasions such as Epiphany, 

Maundy Thursday, Easter, and Thanksgiving.  The organist has the first 

right-of-refusal for funerals.  The chapel has a new 16 rank Schoenstein 

organ which was designed specifically for that space.  To learn more about the position and/or 

apply, contact the chaplain, Father Tom Wilson at Tom.Wilson@bishopgadsden.org. 

(Posted 10/30/20) 

 

JAMES ISLAND, SC:  SAINT JAMES ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Saint James is seeking a full-time worship leader comfortable with tradi-

tional and contemporary music. The person should be skilled on the piano 

and the organ. The ideal candidate will have the opportunity to help cast a 

new vision for our worship ministry as we move through these times of 

change and into the future. For a full description of the position’s responsi-

bilities, click the link on the AGO website https://www.agocharles-

ton.org/positions-available.html. Salary range commensurate with experi-

ence. Please respond to the Rev. Louise Weld at lweld@saint-james.org 

(Posted 6/23/20) 

 

SAINT MATTHEWS, SC:  ST. PAUL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

St. Paul UMC, 1808 Bridge St, Saint Matthews, SC 29135 is 

seeking an organist/choir director. The job requirements in-

clude choir practice at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings (or an-

other time during the week) and one worship service on Sun-

day from 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Some additional services 

throughout the year (Christmas Eve, funerals, etc.) may also 

be requested. The instrument is a 1937 Möller Pipe Organ. 
 

Please call (803) 874-2166 or email at stpauls-

mumc@gmail.com for more details. Pastor: Rev. Sara 

Relaford. Church Secretary: Lori Worsencroft. Church Website: www.stpaulsmumc.com. 

(Posted 5/28/19) 

 

 

  

mailto:Tom.Wilson@bishopgadsden.org
https://www.agocharleston.org/positions-available.html
https://www.agocharleston.org/positions-available.html
mailto:lweld@saint-james.org
http://www.stpaulsmumc.com/
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LEXINGTON, SC:  SAXE GOTHA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Saxe Gotha Presbyterian Church of Lexington, 

SC is seeking applications to fill the part time 

position of Organist/Music Associate. SGPC is 

a thriving ECO non-liturgical congregation in 

the heart of Lexington, SC, with an engaging 

music and arts ministry. Responsibilities 

include providing organ accompaniment for 

two traditional worship services, accompanying weekly adult and youth choir rehearsals, 

directing the handbell ensemble, and playing for funerals and weddings. The organist will serve 

on a team that includes the Director of Music and Arts, several audio/visual specialists and a 

staff pianist. Qualified candidates will possess at least an undergraduate degree in music and/or 

appropriate experience in a traditional worship setting. This position has the possibility for 

expanding for the right candidate to complete administrative tasks for the worship and arts 

ministry. This position can range from 10 to 30 hours a week with a salary based on education, 

experience, and hours worked. The organ is a 3-manual Allen Renaissance (1997). All interested 

candidates should contact Director of Music and Arts, Hal McIntosh at 

hmcintosh@saxegotha.org or 803-359-7770, extension 13. (Posted 2/18/19) 

 
 

THIS ʼN THAT 
 

AGO MUSIC EXCHANGE 

There is still much music in the AGO Music Exchange housed at Second Presbyterian Church, 

and additional donations have been made in the last month. Please email Julia for an updated 

listing. There are 200+ titles of organ music and many choral anthems. To get a PDF listing of 

organ (by composer), organ plus instrument, piano, wedding, Advent/Christmas, collections, etc., 

or to schedule a time to come browse the collection, please email Julia Harlow, 

juliah.6@juno.com. A listing of choral anthems (SATB, SAB) is also available. For either list-

ing, email Julia, or use the link on the Mis-

cellany page of the chapter website 

https://www.agocharleston.org/miscel-

lany.html.  As always, if you have organ or 

choral music or shoes that you do not need 

anymore, and want to donate to the Ex-

change, please let Julia know. Currently, 

there is a pair of nearly new organ shoes, 

size 10M. 

 

Our website has clickable links to PDFs of 

the current holdings. Go here: 

https://www.agoharleston.org/miscel-

lany.html. 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

 
Charles Lippy, December 2 
Chad Martin, December 9 
James Miller, December 11 

Frances Johnson, December 12 
Elise Pickford, December 22 

George Hubbard, December 24 
Thomas Bailey, December 24 
William Trexler, December 25 

mailto:hmcintosh@saxegotha.org
mailto:juliah.6@juno.com
https://www.agocharleston.org/miscellany.html
https://www.agocharleston.org/miscellany.html
https://www.agoharleston.org/miscellany.html
https://www.agoharleston.org/miscellany.html


ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
SUMMERVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 
 
ORGAN SPECIFICATIONS 11/20/2020  
 

  PEDAL 

32 Contre Violone 

32 Contre Bourdon 

16 Principal 

16 Diapason 

16 Bourdon 

16 Lieblich  (SW) 

16 Subbass  (SW) 

16 Violone 

8 Octave 

8 Open Bass 

8 Bordun  (SW) 

8 Pedal Gedackt 

4 Choral Bass 

4 Super Octave 

32 Resultant 

  Mixture IV 

32 Contre Bombarde 

16 Bombarde 

16 Contre Trompette  (SW) 

16 Waldhorn  (SW) 

8 Trumpet 

4 Clarion 

 

  SWELL 

8 Gemshorn 

8 Stopped Diapason 

8 Bordun 

8 Sylvestrina 

8 Unda Maris 

8 Viola da Gamba 

8 Viola Celeste 

8 Flute Celeste II  

4 Octave Geigen 

4 Coppelflute 

2 2/3 Nasard 

2 Principal 

2 Piccolo 

1 1/3 Quint 

  Fourniture IV 

16 Contre Trompette 

8 Trompette 

8 Oboe 

8 Vox Humana 

8 Cromorne 

  Tremulant 

  

  

  

 Swell 2nd Voices 
4 Orchestral Flute  
8 Clarinet 

 
 

  GREAT I 

8 Principal 

8 Rohrflöte 

4 Octave 

2 Blockflöte 

  Mixture II 

  Cymbal II 

   

   

    

  GREAT II 

16 Violone 

8 Diapason 

8 Harmonic Flute 

8 Spitzflöte 

8 Gamba 

4 Octave 

4 Rohrflöte 

2 2/3 Twelfth 

2 Super Octave 

  Mixture VI-VIII 

  Sharpe Mixture II 

8 Trommet 

  

Tremulant 

Chimes 

 
 

  MIDI 

  Pedal MIDI 

  Choir MIDI 

  Great MIDI 

  Swell MIDI 

   

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 



ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
SUMMERVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 
 
ORGAN SPECIFICATIONS 11/20/2020  
 

CHOIR 

16 Erzähler 

8 Gedackt 

8 Erzähler 

8 Erzähler Celeste 

4 Prinzipal 

4 Koppelflöte 

4 Erzähler 

4 Erzähler Celeste 

2 Oktav 

1 1/3 Quinte 

  Scharff VI-VIII 

16 Dulcian 

8 Krummhorn 

8 Trumpet  (Ensemble) 

8 Festival Trumpet  (Solo) 

  Tremulant 

  Cymbelstern 

 Zimbelstern 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  COUPLERS 

8 Great I to Pedal   

8 Great II to Pedal   

8 Swell to Pedal   

4 Swell to Pedal   

8 Choir to Pedal   

16 Swell   

  Swell Unison Off   

4 Swell  

  Swell Harp  

  Swell Solo Voices   

16 Swell to Great   

8 Swell to Great   

4 Swell to Great   

8 Choir to Great   

16 Swell to Choir   

8 Swell to Choir   

4 Swell to Choir   

 

Choir Unison Off   

   

  GENERAL 

  GT /CH Transfer   

  Continuo   

  GT II/PD Unenclosed   

  Choir Unenclosed   

  Alternate Tuning   

  Tremulants Full   

     

     
 

  

 



 FRIENDSHIP IS ESSENTIAL TO THE SOUL  

MU ALPHA CHAPTER 

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. 
P. O. Box 22523 

Charleston, South Carolina 29413-2523 

E-Mail: MuAlpha.opp@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.portcityques.com 

 

 

Bro. Reginald Terry 

Basileus 

 

Bro. Shawn Gordon 

Keeper of Records and Seal 

 

Instrumental and Vocal Music Instructors 

Every year the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. sponsors a Talent Hunt Program open to high school students, grades 9 - 12.  The 

Talent Hunt Program has become one of the Fraternity's premier international programs made up of 12 district winners that will 

appear on stage during a public event at our International Grand Conclave (The Dr. Moses C. Norman Leadership Conference) 

which will be held July13th-18th (2021) in Nassau Bahamas in The Atlantis Hotel.  At the Local, District, and National level this 

program is extremely competitive, coveted recognition and demonstration are done every year.  

Here in the Charleston area, our local Talent Hunt Contest winner will advance to the district level competition and perform at a 

later date during the Sixth District’s Annual Meeting.  Cash prizes will be awarded at levels of the competition.  Individuals 

representing the local chapter at the District level will be provided with lodging, travel, and meals to the Sixth District’s Annual 

Meeting.  The District level winner will receive a cash award, trophy, and an expense paid trip (transportation, lodging, and 

meals) to the Fraternity’s International Conclave next scheduled to occur in Charlotte, North Carolina.  

At the international level each participant will be awarded $1,000 for their demonstration. 

Following are the criteria for participation in the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Talent Hunt Program: 

1. The date of the local Talent is schedule for Saturday, February 20, 2021 (venue to be announce later) 

2. Talent Hunt is open for the following forms of trained art: 

Music: Vocal and instrumental; classical or semi-classical. 

 (A printed copy of the music is required for the judges to analyze and score) 

 

3. Basic Rules for Participation in the District and International Talent Hunt: 

Contestant must be a high school student (9 - 12) who has not advanced beyond a senior at the time of the Local 

Talent Hunt 

 

4. Memorization of selections are encouraged for maximum awarded points. 

 

5. Track music may be used for accompaniment as long as there is no lead instrumental or background vocals included on 

the track. 

 

6. The Talent Hunt is a competition on the Chapter and District levels only. 

 

The applications will be provided upon an expressed interest to one of the emails or phone numbers listed below. 

 

For many years our local Talent Hunt Program has been a rewarding experience showcasing many of our talented youths within 

the Charleston area.  With your support we can continue to display the wonderful talents of our gifted youth on local, district 

and possibly international stages if so fortunate.   

Mr. Alphonso Brown, (843) 670-3664 - alphonso@gullahtours.com 

Mr. Alonzo Linnen, (843) 834-6045 – alonzolinnenbusiness@gmail.com 

On behalf of Mu Alpha Chapter “Thank You”, 

 

Alphonso Brown and Alonzo Linnen 

Talent Hunt Chair and Co-Chair 

mailto:MuAlpha.opp@gmail.com
http://www.portcityques.com/
mailto:alphonso@gullahtours.com
mailto:alonzolinnenbusiness@gmail.com
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