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DEAN’S LIST  

Easter Greetings, 

Friends! 

After a wonderfully 

busy Holy Week and 

last-minute preparations 

for Redeemer’s Paschal 

celebrations to be held 

IN THE NAVE(!), I 

have experienced a 

return to a little 

normality.  Five months from the organ bench, my 

footwork is sadly lacking, which leads me in the 

footsteps of my colleagues and teachers, choosing 

repertoire that gets me ship shape, while being 

appropriate for the season.  I am relying on some 

early lesson pieces to get me started — “Allein 

Gott in der Höh” by Zachau, “In Dir Ist Freude” 

from Orgelbüchlein  and some newer favorites —

— “Lord, Thee I Love With All My Heart” by 

Costello (reminiscent of the style of the late Paul 

Manz) and a hymn introduction on HYMN TO JOY 

by Gerald Near.  Soon, I will enter the summer and 

add some Mendelssohn (I love the Adagio from 

Sonata 1—it evokes the same picture in my mind as Grieg’s Peer Gynt).  And then, before you 

know it, I will advance to pieces with pedal scale passages like Widor’s Finale from the Sixth 
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Symphony and learning a new Bach Prelude and Fugue and maybe Widor’s Allegro from 

Symphony Five. . .if I practice regularly. Feel free to ask me how that’s going when we see each 

other at our closing gathering in a couple of weeks—an outside carillon concert at the Citadel.  

Walking heel-toe on the journey with you, 

 

Deacon Katie Holland 
 

 

YEAR OF THE YOUNG ORGANIST 
From a letter sent to chapter officers in March: 

The AGO National Council is committed to 

membership recruitment, retention, and 

growth within our organization. As more of 

our members have reached the “Special” 

membership category (present company in-

cluded!), we recognize that new initiatives 

must be developed to attract and welcome 

younger members into the Guild. We want 

them to experience the wealth of benefits, 

professional opportunities, and camaraderie 

we have enjoyed during our careers. 

To this end, we have established the “Year 

of the Young Organist,” July 1, 2021–June 

30, 2022. During these 12 months, any indi-

vidual under the age of 30 can become a 

new member or renew her/his membership 

for free as part of this program. 

We are writing to ask you and every other 

chapter dean to embrace this initiative with 

enthusiasm and support. We will not collect 

membership dues for young organists, nei-

ther the national nor the chapter portion, 

during the upcoming membership year for 

those under the age of 30. All will receive 

full membership benefits, including TAO. 

New/renewing young organists can take ad-

vantage of this offer by visiting 

agohq.org/free-membership. 

During the Year of the Young Organist, 

please make a special effort to welcome 

young organists, keep them engaged with 

your chapter, and retain them as members 

after the free membership year has expired. 

 

 

 

FINAL CHAPTER EVENT OF THE SEASON 
The Carillon at The Citadel 

with Michael Varnadore and Judy Gergick 

Sunday, May 23 at 4:00 PM 

Bring your own picnic-style food 

The chapter will provide soft drinks 
 

Click here for a little preview: 

https://youtu.be/q4eV-2sTv2M 

 

We will meet on the patio at the Starbucks 

on the Citadel campus which is next to the 

Carillon which, in turn, is next to the Sum-

merall Chapel. Parking is just across the 

street. Starbucks will be open if anyone 

wants to purchase a coffee. Following the 

music we will drive across the campus to the 

Boat House and enjoy our bagged lunches 

on the picnic tables. The Boathouse over-

looks the Ashley River.  

Judy Gergick from Myrtle Beach and Mi-

chael Varnadore will play about 30 

agohq.org/free-membership
https://youtu.be/q4eV-2sTv2M


minutes of music. It will be streamed on Fa-

cebook so that they can talk a bit about the 

instrument and about the music between se-

lections. Obviously, one doesn't need Face-

book to hear the concert in person. The 

Main Cabin on the 3rd floor is available via 

a small elevator. The Belfry is a flight of 

stairs above the Main Cabin. The practice 

clavier is on the 2nd floor and is accessible 

by a set of spiral stairs. All 3 areas are avail-

able if anyone wants to take a look or see 

how it feels to play a couple notes on the 

Carillon. Everything will be open 30 

minutes before if some want to come take a 

look and also after the concert.  

In the case of moderate rain the performers 

will play on. The tables outside have um-

brellas. Or people could sit in Starbucks and 

open the exit door. 

When folks arrive at the Main Gate at the 

end of Moultrie Street they should take the 

first right. They will pass the library, the 

Chapel and then arrive at the Carillon and 

Starbucks. 

 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
The AGO fiscal year runs July 1 through June 30. Our year ends with a surplus of funds that will 

enable us to start the next season on a sound footing. The chapter ends the season with $3,987.81 

in its checking account and $ 2,432.34 in the Remington Scholarship Fund. We recently received 

$350 in gifts to honor the memory of the late Mary Elizabeth Cone. We thank ELIZABETH 

GIBSON or Greeley, CO, ELIZABETH AND JOHN HOFBAUER of Wendell, NC, and LAUREEN AND 

MARK RUDD also of Wendell for their gifts. 

Our membership at present stands at 78. Of those, 38 (49%) are Regular members, 21 (27%) are 

Special members (age 65 and over), 5 (6%) are Young Organists, 5 (6%) are Dual members with 

other chapters, 8 (10%) are non-voting Friends of the Chapter, and 1 (1%) is a Partner of a mem-

ber. We expect annually to receive around $2,835 in membership fees. 

This year, 2020–21, we lost 8 

members. Emily Remington, 

Randy Wallace, and Mary 

Elizabeth Cone were de-

ceased. Four members did 

not renew their member-

ships, and one formerly dual 

member dropped that mem-

bership with us. 

Most of our members renew 

in July of the year, but since 

headquarters has initiated 

rolling memberships, several 

of our members now renew throughout the year. The graph above shows how that looks. 

We are always looking to add members to our chapter. In that pursuit all current members are re-

cruiters who should be on the lookout for potential candidates! 

 

 

  



PICCOLO SPOLETO 2021 
Bob Gant (Chair, L’Organo Committee) passes along the following statement: Piccolo Spoleto 

Festival 2021 is scheduled for May 28 – June 13, 2021. Due to COVID-19, this year's festival 

will not have the same format as in years past. There will be no paid ticketed events and most 

events will occur in outdoor venues. A schedule will be released online mid-May. Check this 

link to stay up to date: http://www.piccolospoleto.com/ 

 

 

CALENDAR 
SUNDAY, MAY 2, 4:00 PM 

CHARLES TOWNE FLUTE QUARTET 

Playing the music of Catherin McMichael. Holy Spirit Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

3075 Bees Ferry Rd, Charleston 29407. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 6, 4:00 PM 

JULIA HARLOW, ORGAN 

Dr. Harlow will perform music of Buxtehude, Bach, Vierne, and others at Holy Spirit Evan-

gelical Lutheran Church, 3075 Bees Ferry Rd, Charleston 29407. This concert is in-person 

and it will be streamed live at www.holyspiritcharleston.org and on the Holy Spirit Facebook 

page. Organ info can be found here: http://www.holyspiritcharleston.org/quarterman-or-

gan.html. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 6, 5:00 PM 

EVENSONG AT ST. PHILIP’S 

Preces and Responses by Neary, “Hail Gladdening Light” by Wood, Psalm 145 by Marsh, 

Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in A by Stanford , “Blessed City, Heavenly Salem” by Bair-

stow and Psalm 150 by Talbot. Patricia Gould, Director of Music. St. Philip’s Church, 142 

Church St, Charleston 29401. 

 

 

CHAPTER NEWS 
 

ELISE PICKFORD TO HOLY COMMUNION 

Elise Pickford, a rising senior at the College of Charleston, in her sixth year 

of organ study, and a student of Dr. Julia Harlow, has been selected to be-

come the new organist at the Episcopal Church of the Holy Communion on 

Ashley Avenue, replacing Clara Godshall. She will share duties with the 

new choir director, Tierrhane Huff. The organ at Holy Communion is a 3-

manual Möller (1981) with 22 ranks. 
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ANDREW BYRD TO UNION SEMINARY (VIRGINIA) 

Andrew Byrd, until recently the youngest member of the Charleston 

Chapter, has been given a full scholarship to attend Union Presbyterian 

Seminary in Richmond, VA, to pursue an MDiv, and will be start-

ing this summer 2021. He is leaving his position as Minister of Music 

and Organist at Sea Island Presbyterian Church in Beaufort where he 

has served since 2018, and will finish there the last Sunday of June. We 

wish him good luck and godspeed. 

A native of Mount Pleasant, Andrew attended high school at the Charleston County School of 

the Arts, studying piano under Debra Benson and Joe Clarke. While in high school, he took or-

gan lessons from Dr. Julia Harlow, and often served as a substitute organist in the Charleston 

area before moving to Appalachian State University to pursue a Bachelor of Music in Sacred 

Music under Dr. Joby Bell. In addition to administrating the music program at Sea Island, An-

drew edits the weekly worship videos and helps with the Sunday evening children’s programs. 

When not at work, he can be found studying the histories of South Carolina’s Presbyterian 

churches, or providing a lap for his cat, Kiki. 

 

AGO MUSIC EXCHANGE 

—Julia Harlow (juliah.6@juno.com) 

Many, many thanks to LARRY SPEAKMAN at 

the Cathedral of St. Luke and St. Paul for 

agreeing to administer and house the cho-

ral/vocal music (and there’s been quite a lot) 

that has come into the Exchange. If you 

wish to donate more choral music or look 

through what is there, please contact him di-

rectly. His email: Larry@your-

cathedral.org. He would welcome any help 

with cataloguing. 

I still administer the organ/piano music that 

has come in, and there is still a lot, two file 

cabinets full. If you are interested in a PDF 

catalog and/or coming by Second Presbyter-

ian to look through the cabinets, please let 

me know:  juliah.6@juno.com. The PDFs 

are also on the Miscellany page of the chap-

ter website: https://www.agocharles-

ton.org/miscellany.html. 

Also available are ten years of The Ameri-

can Organist magazine, also housed in the 

Exchange;  and nearly twenty years of The 

Organist’s Companion. There are hundreds 

of pieces just in The Organist’s Companion. 

As always, if you have music, shoes or 

books about music to donate, please email 

me and we’ll make arrangements to get it to 

me.

 

 

POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
MONCKS CORNER:  MEPKIN ABBEY 

The Abbey needs an organist for one Sunday Mass per month at 

10:00 AM beginning May 2, 2021. Stipend included. Zimmer 

pipe organ, reverberant acoustics. Please contact Fr. Joe Tedesco, 

frjoetedesco@gmail.com for more information. 1098 Mepkin Ab-

bey Rd, Moncks Corner, SC 29461 (Posted 4/20/2021) 
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HANAHAN:  MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA) 

Messiah Lutheran Church in Hanahan, SC is seeking a part-time 

organist/choir director for their weekly Sunday liturgical Service at 

11:00 am. There are also special services such as Christmas Eve. 

Ash Wednesday, and Holy Week. 

The organist/choir director of the congregation will be responsible 

for selecting the music for the worship services in consultation 

with the Worship Committee and with the pastor. There are choir 

duties as well, but the choir is currently suspended because of the 

pandemic. 

Please send your resume listing pertinent musical experience to Rev. Craig W. Versprille at 

cversp@comcast.net or to Messiah Lutheran Church, 1106 Yeamans Hall Rd., Hanahan, SC 

29410. For additional information about the position please call (843) 747-5316. (Posted 

3/18/2021) 

 

SULLIVAN'S ISLAND:  CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS (ACNA) 

Holy Cross is seeking a part-time organist, approximately 20 hours 

per week, to help lead the worship music at two of our weekly ser-

vices (a historic service with organ only/no choir, and a traditional 

service with choir). This person should be proficient on the organ, 

able to develop and direct a choir for children and for adults, and 

possess the ability to sight read anthem literature to assist in teach-

ing vocal parts. Also needed: the ability to plan, develop and im-

plement a musical worship strategy that aligns with the overall di-

rection and leadership of services, ability to communicate effec-

tively with church staff and volunteers, excellent collaboration skills and willingness to be part 

of a team, and ability to prioritize work requirements and planning.  Must have a vibrant and 

dedicated faith in Jesus Christ and a love for people dedicated to serving the Lord and his minis-

try, as well as an understanding of, and a commitment to serve in the Anglican Church in North 

America, and the Anglican Diocese of South Carolina. Finally, we are looking for someone who 

wants to become part of our church community. 

Please contact the Rev. Chris Warner at chris@holycross.net for more information or to apply. 

(Posted 3/18/2021) 

 

CHARLESTON:  ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
St. Andrews (3225 Ashley River Rd, Charleston, SC 29414) 

has a choir director/organist/pianist position open 

immediately. There are two services at 8:45 and 11:15 with 

limited attendance. Both services are currently blended 

worship due to COVID. Choir rehearsals with four to five 

choir members are on Wednesdays at 6:30. Piano and 

electronic organ. Church number is (843) 766-1080. Email is 

standumc@gmail.com. They are also interested in subs or an interim. (Posted 2/20/2021) 
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MOUNT PLEASANT:  ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)  
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (Old Village, 604 Pitt Street) of Mount 

Pleasant, SC is seeking applications to fill the full-time position of Or-

ganist/Choir Director for our small congregation.  Responsibilities in-

clude providing organ/piano accompaniment for one weekly traditional 

Sunday worship service at 10:15 AM, directing and accompanying 

weekly adult choir rehearsals (when these resume), and playing for ad-

ditional services such as Christmas Eve, funerals and weddings. 

Qualified candidates will possess at least an undergraduate degree in 

music and/or appropriate experience in a traditional worship setting. This position can range 

from 10 to 30 hours a week with a salary based on education, experience, and hours worked. The 

organ is a 2-manual pipe organ. All interested candidates should contact the church directly at 

(843) 884-3107 or email at info@saintpauls-mountpleasant.com for more information. Church 

Secretary: Laura Togami. Church Website: www.saintpauls-mountpleasant.com (Posted 1/1/21) 

 

JAMES ISLAND:  SAINT JAMES ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Saint James is seeking a full-time worship leader comfortable with tradi-

tional and contemporary music. The person should be skilled on the piano 

and the organ. The ideal candidate will have the opportunity to help cast a 

new vision for our worship ministry as we move through these times of 

change and into the future. For a full description of the position’s responsi-

bilities, click the link on the AGO website https://www.agocharles-

ton.org/positions-available.html. Salary range commensurate with experi-

ence. Please respond to the Rev. Louise Weld at lweld@saint-james.org 

(Posted 6/23/20) 

 

SAINT MATTHEWS, SC:  ST. PAUL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

St. Paul UMC, 1808 Bridge St, Saint Matthews, SC 29135 is 

seeking an organist/choir director. The job requirements in-

clude choir practice at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings (or an-

other time during the week) and one worship service on Sun-

day from 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Some additional services 

throughout the year (Christmas Eve, funerals, etc.) may also 

be requested. The instrument is a 1937 Möller Pipe Organ. 
 

Please call (803) 874-2166 or email at stpauls-

mumc@gmail.com for more details. Pastor: Rev. Sara 

Relaford. Church Secretary: Lori Worsencroft. Church Website: www.stpaulsmumc.com. 

(Posted 5/28/19) 

 

LEXINGTON, SC:  SAXE GOTHA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Saxe Gotha Presbyterian Church of Lexington, 

SC is seeking applications to fill the part time 

position of Organist/Music Associate. SGPC is 

a thriving ECO non-liturgical congregation in 

the heart of Lexington, SC, with an engaging 

music and arts ministry. Responsibilities 

include providing organ accompaniment for 

two traditional worship services, accompanying weekly adult and youth choir rehearsals, 
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directing the handbell ensemble, and playing for funerals and weddings. The organist will serve 

on a team that includes the Director of Music and Arts, several audio/visual specialists and a 

staff pianist. Qualified candidates will possess at least an undergraduate degree in music and/or 

appropriate experience in a traditional worship setting. This position has the possibility for 

expanding for the right candidate to complete administrative tasks for the worship and arts 

ministry. This position can range from 10 to 30 hours a week with a salary based on education, 

experience, and hours worked. The organ is a 3-manual Allen Renaissance (1997). All interested 

candidates should contact Director of Music and Arts, Hal McIntosh at 

hmcintosh@saxegotha.org or 803-359-7770, extension 13. (Posted 2/18/19) 

 

 

 

  
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

 
MAY JULY 
Michael Ging, May 2 Robin Zemp, July 4 
Michael Varnadore, May 3 Matthew Swingle, July 22 
Johanna Vroon, May 3 Rodney Ward, July 23 
Britt McDermott, May 9 James Lancaster, July 28 
Nancy Lefter, May 10  
Murray Somerville, May 13 AUGUST 
Loretta Haskell, May 18 Parks Greene, August 4 
Hazel Somerville, May 21 Eric Pickford, August 5 
Robert Gant, May 23 Thomas Reed, August 16 
  Patricia Gould, August 20 
JUNE Brad Colby, August 21 
William Gudger, June 3 Betty Jean Willis, August 23 
Daniel Sansone, June 13 Porter Remington, August 27 
Melanie Ferguson, June 16 
Donald Flickinger, June 30 
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Finally, our chaplain, Dr. Charles Lippy, sends this along from a friend who sent it to him. 

It’s worth thinking about. 

 

  

Why Music? 
 

1. Music is a Science. 

2. Music is Mathematical. 

3. Music is a Foreign Language. 

4. Music is History. 

5. Music is Physical Education. 

6. Music develops Insight and demands Research. 

7. Music is all these things, but most of all, Music is Art. 

 

That is why we teach music: 

• Not because we expect you to major in music . . . 

• Not because we expect you to play or sing all your life . . . 

• But so you will be human . . . 

• So you will recognize beauty . . . 

• So you will be closer to an infinite beyond this world . . . 

• So you will have something to cling to . . . 

• So you will have more love, 

more compassion, 

more gentleness, 

more good — 

• In short, more LIFE. 

 



 


