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DEDICATION OF THE NEW
SCHOENSTEIN ORGAN
THE CHAPEL AT BISHOP GADSDEN
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19
7:00 PM

JEFFREY SMITH
(St. Paul’s K
Street in Washington, DC) will
dedicate the new
Fei Family organ (Schoenstein & Co.,
III/16) at Bishop
Gadsden. Dr.
Smith served
Saint Paul’s from 1992 to 2004 and was reappointed in 2017. He previously served on the faculty of the Jacobs School of Music at Indiana
University, and as Director of Music at Christ
Church Cathedral, Lexington, and Grace Cathedral, San Francisco. He holds a doctorate from
Yale University and is a Fellow of the American
Guild of Organists, the Royal School of Church
Music, and the Guild of Church Musicians.

NORTH CAROLINA BAROQUE ORCHESTRA

BACH SOCIETY OF CHARLESTON PRESENTS
THE NORTH CAROLINA BAROQUE ORCHESTRA
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14
4:00 PM
CATHEDRAL OF ST. LUKE AND ST. PAUL
120 COMING ST, CHARLESTON 29403
TICKETS: $30
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-northa-carolina-baroque-orchestra-tickets-169362151755
The North Carolina Baroque Orchestra
(NCBO), a period instrument ensemble, was
co-founded in 2011 by sisters and musical
collaborators Frances Blaker and Barbara
Blaker Krumdieck for the purpose of providing orchestral and chamber music opportunities for musicians specializing in baroque
performance practice.
It was clear from their first concerts in 2011
that there was a need for NCBO. The musicians were hungry for an opportunity to play

baroque orchestral music on period instruments at a professional level, and the audiences were excited by their exuberant, refreshing and inspiring performances.
The North Carolina Baroque Orchestra
maintains a goal of presenting refined, stylistic, artistic and fun performances, engaging both the players and the listeners in the
stories and historical context behind the music.
Conductor and artistic director Frances

Blaker is a virtuoso recorder player and
world-renowned expert in baroque performance practice, teaching workshops
throughout The United States and Europe.
She is a unique and exciting conductor, inspiring the NCBO players to bring new life
to old music! Ms Blaker lives in the San
Francisco Bay Area where she maintains an
active teaching studio and works on her
compositions.
Cellist and executive director Barbara
Krumdieck manages all of the details involved in putting performances together.

The NCBO players travel in from near and
far. Some are in the Carolinas, but a large
number of the players travel in from all over
the country including California, Indiana,
Kentucky, Tennessee , Georgia, Washington, D.C., Texas, New York, Pennsylvania,
New Jersey and Virginia. Ms. Krumdieck
contracts the musicians, arranges for their
transportation and housing, provides them
with music and makes them feel welcome
and valued within NCBO. She is also liaison
between the orchestra and choir directors
who contract NCBO for their special projects.

CALENDAR
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 4:00 PM
BACH SOCIETY OF CHARLESTON
North Carolina Baroque Orchestra. See the article above for details.
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 5:00 PM
CHORAL EVENSONG AT ST. PHILIP’S
The St. Philip's Choir under the direction of Pat Gould, assisted by Chris Walchesky. Music
by Howells, Tompkins, Dyson and Wesley. Free parking is available in the church lot at the
corner of Church and Cumberland Streets. Reception to follow. St. Philip’s Church, 142
Church St, Charleston, SC 29401.
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 4:00 PM
LUDLUM CONCERT SERIES
Lee Kohlenberg, organ, in recital. St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, 405 King St, Charleston, SC 29403.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12, 10:30 AM
LESSONS AND CAROLS AT ST. PHILIP’S
All the choirs of St. Philip's plus orchestra and brass, under the direction of Pat Gould, assisted by Chris Walchesky. Music by Tschesnokoff, Palestrina, Sirett, Vaughan Williams,
Lauridsen, Forrest, Titcomb, Hassler and more. Free parking is available in the church lot at
the corner of Church and Cumberland Streets. Come early to get a seat! St. Philip’s
Church, 142 Church St, Charleston, SC 29401.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12, 4:00 PM
LUDLUM CONCERT SERIES
Beer and carols in the Kudu Coffee Courtyard. Kudu Coffee and Craft Beer, 4 Vanderhorst
St, Charleston, SC 29403.

HIGH SCHOOL ORGAN FESTIVAL
AND COMPETITION
The University of North Carolina School of the Arts/Piedmont, NC announces the tenth annual
AGO High School Organ Festival & Competition in Winston-Salem, NC. The Festival weekend
is JANUARY 28-30, 2022, and will feature workshops, masterclasses, recitals, and the annual
competition. This year’s recitals and masterclasses will highlight music of César Franck celebrating the bicentennial of his birth.
DEADLINE TO APPLY IS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2021.
All High School students in the U.S. (who have not previously won First Prize) are eligible to
participate and compete. All information, including the online registration form and corresponding links can be found here: https://www.uncsa.edu/music/events/organ-festival.aspx
Any questions may be directed to Timothy Olsen, at the contact information listed below.
Timothy Olsen, DMA
Kenan Professor of Organ
UNCSA School of Music
336.770.3254
olsent@uncsa.edu

YEAR OF THE YOUNG ORGANIST
AGO Year of the Young Organist
July 1, 2021–June 30, 2022
Investing in the Future
The AGO National Council is committed to membership recruitment, retention, and growth
within our organization. During the Year of the Young Organist, July 1, 2021–June 30, 2022,
any individual under the age of 30 can become a member or renew her/his membership for
free as part of this program.
The Year of the Young Organist will provide opportunities for both personal and professional
development. Programs will include master classes and webinars on a wide variety of topics including:
•
•
•

Organ Maintenance
Insurance
Retirement and Healthcare

•
•
•

Conducting
Video Recording
Vocal Pedagogy

How to do it: Click here, fill out the form, and enjoy a year meeting new colleagues and access
to the wealth of resources of the AGO! https://www.agohq.org/free-membership/

OUR OPENING DINNER
A festive time was had by all at our opening dinner in September at Ms. Rose’s Fine Food. We
welcomed an old friend, Greg Jones (Bethel UMC), and a new one, Nicholas Quardokus (Canon
Organist and Director of Music at Grace Church Cathedral).

FURMAN CHURCH MUSIC CONFERENCE
JANUARY 27–28, 2022

Furman University’s Church Music Conference takes place on the campus January 27–28, 2022.
STEPHEN DARLINGTON, one of the United Kingdom’s best-known choral conductors, will be the
clinician. JENS KORNDÖRFER will also present a recital on the Fisk organ in Daniel Memorial
Chapel. Go here to learn more and to register: https://www.furman.edu/academics/music/campsconferences/church-music-conference/.

OUR ONGOING PROJECT:
ARCHIVAL DOCUMENTS FOR OUR CHAPTER
During COVID, we all had some time to reflect on the good old days. The Charleston
AGO is interested in our “good old days.”
Our chapter has been in existence for 74
years (as of November 2021), and we would
love to have some mementos of our earlier

years. If you (or someone you know) have
programs, meeting minutes, or chapter documents from days of yore, contact Michael
Varnadore
(mr@mikerussellpianoservices.com) for
more details on how to share them with us.

CHAPTER NEWS
NEW MEMBERS

AGO MUSIC EXCHANGE

We welcome to our chapter three new “young
organist” members: MADELEINE MCENTIRE
of Spartanburg, SC, VERONICA HANEY of
Los Angeles, CA, and REED KURTZ, a student of Julia Harlow’s at the College of
Charleston.

—Julia Harlow (juliah.6@juno.com)
Thanks again to LARRY SPEAKMAN at
the Cathedral of St. Luke and St. Paul for
agreeing to administer and house the choral/vocal music that has come into the Exchange. If you wish to donate choral/vocal

what is there, please contact him directly:
Larry@your-cathedral.org. He would welcome any help with cataloguing. A catalog
of some of the anthems is on the Charleston
AGO website: https://www.agocharleston.org, then Miscellany.
WE HAVE TONS of organ, piano, organ
plus and organ duet music. COME AND
GET FREE MUSIC. There are over 1200
entries in the catalog at this point. If you
would like a pdf of the catalog, email me at
juliah.6@juno.com. The catalog is organized
by: Composer Individual Sheets, Composer
Books, Collections, Christmas, Wedding
(including wedding songs), Funeral, Oldy
Moldy Collections (e.g. Everybody’s Favorite…), hymnals, Organ methods and technique, and General Music books. We have
over 200 copies of issues of collections such
as The Organist (easy), The Organ Portfolio
(easy to moderate) and The Organist’s Companion (easy to moderate). To download a
pdf of the complete Exchange please see the
Charleston AGO website: https://www.agocharleston.org, then Miscellany or click on
the link below.
For the September meeting, I will bring
music from the Exchange that pertains to
Reformation/Thanksgiving and you are welcome to take what you want. For the October and November meetings I will bring Advent/Christmas/Epiphany music.

If you need something in particular, just
ask me and I can let you know if we have it.
If you want to come and browse, the collection is at Second Presbyterian Church downtown and I’ll be happy to let you in and
leave you alone to look. There’s a piano
there to try things. If you’re an AGO member but not able to come in, I can mail
things, but just ask to be reimbursed for
postage.
There is a pair of men’s Organmaster
shoes, nearly new, size 9 Narrow-Medium.
Also available are twenty years (20002020) of The American Organist magazine,
housed elsewhere. This is available free (for
pickup or for postage), preferably to a
school.
As always, if you have music, shoes or
books about music to donate, please call
(843-870-1048) or email me
(juliah.6@juno.com), or bring music to an
AGO meeting. Please don’t bring any more
classical or pop piano music. Sacred piano,
contemporary sacred piano, and piano/organ
duet sheets or collections are OK.
Click on the link below for PDFs of the
current holdings:
https://www.agocharleston.org/miscellany.html

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
CHARLESTON: ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)
St. John’s Lutheran Church is an ELCA congregation located in
Charleston South Carolina. St. John's is the "Mother Church of
Lutheranism" in Charleston and in South Carolina with the founding of
the Church from a German heritage dating back to 1742, making it one of
the oldest Lutheran congregations in the country. St. John’s has an
outstanding tradition and regional reputation of music excellence and is
now looking for a new leader of its entire music program. St. John’s will
consider a single candidate that can fulfill both musician performance and
choral director responsibilities, but would also consider dividing the
responsibilities, hiring two persons -- a separate musician and a choral
director for the appropriate candidate(s).
St. John’s is a congregation who believes we have been called "to know
Christ... and to make Christ known" by transforming ourselves, the community, and the world
for Christ, especially focusing on the use of its music ministry. The instrumentation of the

Church is a great source of pride. A Thomas Hall pipe organ was installed in 1823 in the current
church and the case for that instrument still fronts the current 1965 three-manual 51-rank Schantz
instrument (rebuilt in 1991 / completely refurbished by Schlueter in 2017, with the addition of
digital stops and interface) which includes a trompette en chamade. A nineteen-bell carillon that
may be played from the organ console was placed in the steeple in 1992.
Interested candidates should direct inquiries, resumes, salary requirements and an audio and/or
video file demonstrating skill to the Vestry VP – Steve Trayte at steve.trayte@gmail.com
For a downloadable PDF with fuller details about the position, go here:
https://www.agocharleston.org/positions-available.html. (Posted 10/8/2021)
GOOSE CREEK: ST. TIMOTHY LUTHERAN CHURCH (NALC)
St. Timothy seeks a part-time organist to play their 37-stop, 2manual Alen Quantum Q265D (2012). The ideal candidate
•
•
•

has experience playing a traditional liturgical service and
accompanying a chancel choir;
views organ skills as a service to God and as a vital part
of worship leadership;
is open to and reliant on following God's Spirit in a team
environment.

Please submit resume to info@sainttimothylutheran.org with the subject line: Organist
or write: Music Ministry, St. Timothy Lutheran Church, PO Box 807, Goose Creek, SC 29445.
(Posted 10/21/21)
HANAHAN: YEAMANS PARK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH [PC(USA)]
Yeamans Park Presbyterian Church (5931 Murray Dr Hanahan, SC
29410) is looking for a part-time Music Director/Organist or a part
time Organist. Hanahan is a small town located 12 miles north of
Charleston, SC . Worship is tradtional and a new Pastor has just been
hired. There is one service on Sunday at 11:00 and special services
such as Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday, and Maundy Thursday.
The 13-rank Wicks Pipe Organ was built in 1992 and is regularly
maintained by Schlueter Pipe Organ Company.
If interested, please contact Yeamans Park Presbyterian Church at
yppclynn@bellsouth.net for a job description. (Posted 9/29/2021)
KINGSTREE, SC: WILLIAMSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH [PC(USA)]
Williamsburg Presbyterian Church (411 N. Academy St.
Kingstree, SC) is looking for a part-time organist/choir
director. The choir meets during the school year and is off
during the summer. Kingstree is a colorful small town on
the Black River, midway between Charleston and Myrtle
Beach and inland from Georgetown about 40 miles.
Worship at Williamsburg Church is traditional and family
oriented.
The church’s organ was originally installed in 1957 with
modifications and enlargement of the organ being completed in January 2006, which included an

additional 9 ranks of pipes and 7 digital stops. The Great was moved out of the chamber into the
sanctuary with all pipes in the Great displayed, with voicing completed by Daniel Angerstein.
The organ is regularly maintained by Lincoln Pipe Organs, Inc.
Interested candidates may contact Willliamsburg church at wmsbpresby@ftc-i.net for a complete
job description and to apply. (Posted 6/15/2021)
MONCKS CORNER: MEPKIN ABBEY
Organist Needed. Men and women can apply. Mepkin Abbey is a
Cistercian monastery in Moncks Corner SC (1098 Mepkin Abbey
Rd, Moncks Corner, SC 29461). Liturgical music consists of sung
psalms using original psalm tones, and traditional hymns and
Mass settings. The Divine Office is sung seven times daily, and a
sung Mass is celebrated on four weekdays and Sunday. At a
minimum, the organist would be expected to accompany singing
at the Masses, which are 7:30 AM weekdays and 10:00 AM
Sundays; Lauds/Morning Prayer at 6:30 AM and Vespers/Evening Prayer at 6 PM. You would
be free for a good part of the day. Required skills include proficiency on the organ, and the
ability to accompany liturgical music using lead sheets (melody line with chord symbols).
Desirable skills include training others in organ skills. Psalms, hymns and Mass settings are
specified in Office and Mass ORDOs published by a member of the monastic community.
Accompaniment lead sheets will be provided. While experience in Catholic and monastic
liturgies is not required, it would be useful. Free room and board would be provided at the
monastery, and a modest stipend would be provided based on experience and demonstrated
skills. Must commit to a minimum of one month. The monastery has a very extensive library for
research and can be used in the off times or for other interests. Contact Father Joseph Tedesco,
OCSO Superior, at frjoetedesco@gmail.com.com and send résumé. (Posted 6/2/2021)
HANAHAN: MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)
Messiah Lutheran Church in Hanahan, SC is seeking a part-time
organist/choir director for their weekly Sunday liturgical Service at
11:00 am. There are also special services such as Christmas Eve.
Ash Wednesday, and Holy Week.
The organist/choir director of the congregation will be responsible
for selecting the music for the worship services in consultation
with the Worship Committee and with the pastor. There are choir
duties as well, but the choir is currently suspended because of the
pandemic.
Please send your resume listing pertinent musical experience to Rev. Craig W. Versprille at
cversp@comcast.net or to Messiah Lutheran Church, 1106 Yeamans Hall Rd., Hanahan, SC 29410.
For additional information about the position please call (843) 747-5316. (Posted 3/18/2021)

CHARLESTON: ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
St. Andrews (3225 Ashley River Rd, Charleston, SC 29414)
has a choir director/organist/pianist position open
immediately. There are two services at 8:45 and 11:15 with
limited attendance. Both services are currently blended
worship due to COVID. Choir rehearsals with four to five
choir members are on Wednesdays at 6:30. Piano and
electronic organ. Church number is (843) 766-1080. Email is
standumc@gmail.com. They are also interested in subs or an interim. (Posted 10/21/2021)

Mark Bebensee, November 2
Eliza Waters, November 6
Scott Atwood, November 9
Larry Speakman, November 9
Mark Morris, November 14
Susanne Jeter, November 20
If you don’t find your name
on the birthday list,
notify Ed LeRoy

Your Upcoming Events
Don’t forget to send in your events for publication in the newsletter and on the Web.
The deadline for the December newsletter
is November 25.

