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DEAN’S LIST
Dear Fellow Organists,
At our chapter
gatherings, in
correspondence with
members via the lighthearted survey by our
acting subdean, Mike
Varnadore and the
comments from members who watched our
“fireside” chat, our monthly board meeting, and
my recent meeting with the nominating
committee, one question keeps rearing its head,
“Why isn’t _________ a member?” The list of
names in that blank would probably surprise you
because you thought they were a member.
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These are among reasons that I have heard for not being member that do have merit—
•
•
•

I can’t get to the meetings because I _____ and all the events are ______.
I am a member of “Denominational Musician Group” and “Music Professional Group”
and I really don’t need another organization.
I am an amateur. AGO is an organization for “real” organists.

To these concerns, I reply: this AGO chapter is unique in our music, church, and professional
organizations in that it is local, ecumenical, sacred and secular, yet part of a network that spans
the country and even parts of the world. We invite and support young artists, part-time organists,
people who “play organ on the side”, all the way to Grammy-awarded recitalists. In Charleston,
we have been blessed through our rich keyboard culture to gift the wider world with more
organists than you may realize.
But there are many of our neighbors missing from our table. Without building collegial
relationships throughout this Charleston “metro” area, our effectiveness is clipped. So, I am
charging you—invite your neighboring organists to coffee, get to know the gifted newcomers to
Charleston, and bring a friend to the next chapter event. We have something to offer our city and,
likewise, neighbors have many gifts to offer us.
Play on, friends,

Katie Holland, Dean

CALENDAR
WEDNESDAYS DURING LENT, 12:00 NOON
ORGAN RECITALS IN CONWAY, SC
First United Methodist Church (1001 5th Ave, Conway, SC 29526) will host a series of Lenten recitals on its 3-manual, 36-rank Schantz (1973). District Convener Billy Fallaw will join
five other organists to present the five recitals. See the poster at the end of this newsletter.
TUESDAY, MARCH 1, 7:30 PM
DUO PIANO RECITAL
Dr.Myungsook Stoudenmire, a piano faculty member at the Horton School of Music, and Dr.
Janet Elshazly, a retired professor from the Horton School, will perform music by Beethoven,
Bernstein, and more. Free. Lightsey Chapel, Charleston Southern University, 9200 University Blvd, North Charleston, SC 29406. See the poster at the end of this newsletter.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2, 10:30 AM
ASH WEDNESDAY CHAMBER MUSIC
Irina Pevzner, pianist, and Tim O’Malley, cellist, will play music by Saint-Saëns, Bach,
Bruch, and Vivaldi during the Eucharist at the Chapel at Bishop Gadsden, 1 Bishop Gadsden Way, James Island 29412.
SUNDAY, MARCH 6, 2:00 PM
ABIGAIL KENT, HARP
Harpist Abigail Kent will present a program. Abigail grew up in Mt. Pleasant, graduated
from the Curtis Institute and is pursuing a doctorate in harp at Juilliard. She has won several
national and international competitions, plays with the CSO, and recently joined the C of C
faculty in Harp and Celtic Harp. Her program contains several virtuoso works for harp.
Free. Second Presbyterian Church, 342 Meeting St, Charleston, SC 29403.
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SUNDAY, MARCH 6, 4:00 PM
ERIC PICKFORD SENIOR ORGAN RECITAL
Eric Pickford, organist, C of C senior recital. Program: Reger, Introduction and Passacaglia
in d minor, (w/o Opus, 1899); Bridge, Adagio in E major; Bach, Prelude and Fugue in D minor, BWV 539 ("Fiddle"); Langlais, Chant Héroïque; Franck, Chorale in A minor. Free. St.
Matthew’s Lutheran Church, 405 King St., Charleston 29403.
TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 7:00 PM
CHARLES FROST, ORGAN
Charles Frost, organ, with a brass ensemble will perform music by Strauss, Callahan, Campra, Price, Manz, Nelybel, and the Hilton Head premiere of Jesse Monkman’s Episodes of the
Fourth World for organ, brass, and percussion. Donations appreciated. First Presbyterian
Church, 540 William Hilton Pkwy, Hilton Head Island, SC 29928. See the poster at the end
of this newsletter.
SATURDAY, MARCH 26, 3:00 PM
SOOHYUN YUN, PIANO
Soohyun Yun, piano, will perform works by Bach, Haydn,Chopin, and Ravel. St. Michael’s
Church, Corner of Meeting and Broad, Charleston 29401. See the poster at the end of this
newsletter.
SUNDAY, MARCH 27, 5:00 PM
EVENSONG AT ST. PHILIP’S
A service of Evensong with the St. Philip's choir singing Saint-Saëns, Ayleward, Stanford
(Service in B-flat), and Brahms. Under the direction of Pat Gould, Organist and Choirmaster
Emeritus, and Chris Walchesky, Organist and Choirmaster. St. Philip's Church, 142 Church
St, Charleston 29401.
SATURDAY, APRIL 9, 2:00 PM
SUNDAY, APRIL 30, 4:00 PM
ELISE PICKFORD SENIOR ORGAN RECITAL
Elise Pickford, organist, C of C senior recital presented at two locations. April 9 will be at
the Chapel at Bishop Gadsden Retirement Community, 1 Bishop Gadsden Way, James Island 29412, and April 30 will be at St. Michael’s Church, 71 Broad St., Charleston 29401.
Program: J.S. Bach (BWV 565 and Concerto in A minor), Franck (Prelude, Fugue and Variation) and Guilmant (Grand Chœur “Alla Handel”). Both concerts are free.
SUNDAY, JUNE 5, 5:00 PM
EVENSONG AT ST. PHILIP’S
A service of Evensong with the St. Philip's choir singing Stanford (Service in C) and others
to be announced. Under the direction of Pat Gould, Organist and Choirmaster Emeritus, and
Chris Walchesky, Organist and Choirmaster. St. Philip's Church, 142 Church St, Charleston
29401..
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NEWS
L’ORGANO
BOB GANT, chair of the L’Organo committee, reports that after two years of canceling
due to Covid, L’Organo is proceeding with a
full series of twelve recitals beginning on
May 29 at The Citadel. A complete roster
will appear in the April newsletter.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
JUSTIN WHAM, JASON BAZZLE, and
NANCY LEFTER have been delegated to
comprise the chapter nominating committee
for new officers, 2022–2024. We’ll publish
the slate in the April newsletter. After election, the installation will take place after a
dinner in May. Stay tuned.

NEW CHAPTER MEMBER
DANIEL
DAMASCHKE has
accepted the Organist and Director
of Music position
at St. John’s Lutheran Church, and
has transferred his
AGO membership
from the Blue Ridge Chapter to Charleston.
Daniel comes to St. John’s and Charleston
from St. Timothy United Methodist Church,
located in Bat Cave, NC. Additionally, he
has served as a principal pianist, vocalist,
accompanist at various churches, as well as
in theatres and private venues. Daniel also
offers both private and studio piano instruction and music education. He will join the
staff at St. John’s on March 16, 2022.

CHAPTER ADVOCATE
This is a reminder that PORTER
REMINGTON acts as our chapter advocate.
She is available for telephone consultations,
private consultations, and problem solving,
all at no fee. Contact her at (843) 830-0159
or bachfan14@bellsouth.net.

AGO MUSIC EXCHANGE
—Julia Harlow (juliah.6@juno.com)
For Free Vocal/Choral music: Please contact LARRY SPEAKMAN at the Cathedral
of St. Luke and St. Paul: Larry@your-cathedral.org. He would welcome any help
with cataloguing. A catalog of some of the
anthems is on the Charleston AGO website:
https://www.agocharleston.org/miscellany.html
For Free Organ/ Organ Plus/ Sacred Piano/
hymnals: WE HAVE TONS of organ, piano, organ plus and organ duet music.
COME AND GET FREE MUSIC. There are
over 1400 entries in the catalog at this point.
If you would like a pdf of the catalog, email
me at juliah.6@juno.com. The catalog is organized by: Composer Individual Sheets,
Composer Books, Collections, Christmas,
Wedding (including wedding songs), Funeral, Oldy Moldy Collections (e.g. Everybody’s Favorite…), hymnals, Organ methods and technique, and General Music
books. We have over 200 copies of issues of
collections such as The Organist (easy), The
Organ Portfolio (easy to moderate) and The
Organist’s Companion (easy to moderate).
To download a PDF of the complete Exchange please see the Charleston AGO website: https://www.agocharleston.org/miscellany.html and click on the links.
If you need something in particular, just ask
me and I can let you know if we have it. If
you want to come and browse, the collection
is at Second Presbyterian Church downtown
and I’ll be happy to let you in and leave you
alone to look. There’s a piano there to try
things. If you’re an AGO member but not
able to come in, I can mail things, but just
ask to be reimbursed for postage.
Also available are twenty years (2000–2020)
of The American Organist magazine, housed
elsewhere. This is available free (for pickup
or for postage), preferably to a school.
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As always, if you have music, shoes or
books about music to donate, please call
(843-870-1048) or email me
(juliah.6@juno.com), or bring music to an
AGO meeting. Please don’t bring any more
pop piano music. Classical, Sacred piano,
contemporary sacred piano, and piano/organ
duet sheets or collections are OK.

Click on the link below for PDFs of the current holdings:
https://www.agocharleston.org/miscellany.html

NEW COFFEE GROUP

L-R: Katie Holland, Eszter Ablonczy, Julia Harlow, Britt McDermott, Jason Bazzle, Nancy Lefter. Photographer: Michael
Varnadore.

Sub-Dean Micael Varnadore came up with the idea of having a community coffee for AGO
members on a monthly basis. We’re trying it out this spring on the third Tuesday of every month
as a time sit around and just chat, something we haven’t been able to do in a long time. The first
kaffeeklatsch was on February 15 at Biggby Coffee on St. Andrews Boulevard in West Ashley.
Watch your email for the next one!
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TWO NEW
SCHOLARSHIPS
We have two recipients of Remington
scholarships this year: JOANNA
NORWOOD and REED KURTZ, both piano
majors at the College of Charleston, students of Paul Sánchez. Joanna is a junior, originally from Camden,
SC. She began organ studies in August, 2021 and is currently playing for services at the Greek
Orthodox Church on Race Street. She particularly enjoys the French and German19th-century
repertoire. Reed Kurtz is a sophomore, from Summerville, who also began organ and harpsichord study last August. He is currently very much enjoying the G-minor prelude from the
Bach/Krebs Eight Little Preludes and Fugues.

YEAR OF THE YOUNG ORGANIST CONTINUES!
AGO Year of the Young Organist
July 1, 2021–June 30, 2022
Investing in the Future
The AGO National Council is committed to membership recruitment, retention, and growth
within our organization. During the Year of the Young Organist, July 1, 2021–June 30, 2022,
any individual under the age of 30 can become a member or renew her/his membership for
free as part of this program.
The Year of the Young Organist will provide opportunities for both personal and professional
development. Programs will include master classes and webinars on a wide variety of topics including:
•
•
•

Organ Maintenance
Insurance
Retirement and Healthcare

•
•
•

Conducting
Video Recording
Vocal Pedagogy

How to do it: Click here, fill out the form, and enjoy a year meeting new colleagues and access
to the wealth of resources of the AGO! https://www.agohq.org/free-membership/

OUR ONGOING PROJECT:
ARCHIVAL DOCUMENTS FOR OUR CHAPTER
During COVID, we all had some time to reflect on the good old days. The Charleston
AGO is interested in our “good old days.”
Our chapter has been in existence for 74

years (as of November 2021), and we would
love to have some mementos of our earlier
years. If you (or someone you know) have
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programs, meeting minutes, or chapter documents from days of yore, contact Michael
Varnadore

(mr@mikerussellpianoservices.com) for
more details on how to share them with us.

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
HILTON HEAD: HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC CHURCH
Holy Family is seeking to hire a part-time Director of Music to manage
all aspects of the music program. The expectation now is 12-15 hours
per week, Friday through Sunday. He/she will provide organ/piano
music at all liturgies, coordinate the volunteer cantors, and explore
restarting an adult choir. The organ is a IV/46 W. Zimmer & Sons
(1988). Go to https://www.agocharleston.org/positions-available.html
and click the link for a document that describes more fully the position. Mail applications to
Linda Hamilton, Holy Family Catholic Church, 24 Pope Avenue, Hilton Head Island, SC 29928.
Contact her for more information: music@holyfamilyhhi.org. (Posted 1/28/2022)
ISLE OF PALMS: ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)
St. Mark's Lutheran Church (300 Palm Blvd, IOP) is looking for a
Music Director/Organist to enhance the music program and worship at
the church. Sunday worship is from 10:00-11:00 A.M. Helping the
pastor plan the music aspect of worship and as COVID subsides,
helping reactivate the Choir are some of the duties. Salary and times
negotiable. Those interested please contact Pastor Phil Clark via email
at prphilclark@gmail.com or call the church office at (843) 886-8557.
(Posted 1/18/2022)
MOUNT PLEASANT: HIBBEN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Hibben UMC is seeking a talented, energetic individual to fill the
position of Church Organist. The organist provides music for
traditional Sunday services, participates in Wednesday night choir
practices and in special services planned throughout the year. The
organist works closely with the Director of Music and the worship
committee to enhance the musical offerings of the church and to
provide opportunities for the congregation to participate. The organ is a
4-manual Allen installed in 2018. Details about the instrument can be
found here:
www.allenorgan.com/www/allenews/organoftheweek/2018/20180720/OrganOfTheWeek.html
Please send resume including names of references and statement of interest to Steve Price at
srprice@comcast.net. (Posted 12/1/2021)
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GOOSE CREEK: ST. TIMOTHY LUTHERAN CHURCH (NALC)
St. Timothy seeks a part-time organist to play their 37-stop, 2manual Alen Quantum Q265D (2012). The ideal candidate
•
•
•

has experience playing a traditional liturgical service and
accompanying a chancel choir;
views organ skills as a service to God and as a vital part
of worship leadership;
is open to and reliant on following God's Spirit in a team
environment.

Please submit resume to info@sainttimothylutheran.org with the subject line: Organist
or write: Music Ministry, St. Timothy Lutheran Church, PO Box 807, Goose Creek, SC 29445.
(Posted 10/21/21)
KINGSTREE, SC: WILLIAMSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH [PC(USA)]
Williamsburg Presbyterian Church (411 N. Academy St.
Kingstree, SC) is looking for a part-time organist/choir
director. The choir meets during the school year and is off
during the summer. Kingstree is a colorful small town on
the Black River, midway between Charleston and Myrtle
Beach and inland from Georgetown about 40 miles.
Worship at Williamsburg Church is traditional and family
oriented.
The church’s organ was originally installed in 1957 with
modifications and enlargement of the organ being completed in January 2006, which included an
additional 9 ranks of pipes and 7 digital stops. The Great was moved out of the chamber into the
sanctuary with all pipes in the Great displayed, with voicing completed by Daniel Angerstein.
The organ is regularly maintained by Lincoln Pipe Organs, Inc.
Interested candidates may contact Willliamsburg church at wmsbpresby@ftc-i.net for a complete
job description and to apply. (Posted 6/15/2021)
HANAHAN: MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)
Messiah Lutheran Church in Hanahan, SC is seeking a part-time
organist/choir director for their weekly Sunday liturgical Service at
11:00 am. There are also special services such as Christmas Eve.
Ash Wednesday, and Holy Week.
The organist/choir director of the congregation will be responsible
for selecting the music for the worship services in consultation
with the Worship Committee and with the pastor. There are choir
duties as well, but the choir is currently suspended because of the
pandemic.
Please send your resume listing pertinent musical experience to Rev. Craig W. Versprille at
cversp@comcast.net or to Messiah Lutheran Church, 1106 Yeamans Hall Rd., Hanahan, SC 29410.
For additional information about the position please call (843) 747-5316. (Posted 3/18/2021)
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CHARLESTON: ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
St. Andrews (3225 Ashley River Rd, Charleston, SC 29414)
has a choir director/organist/pianist position open
immediately. There are two services at 8:45 and 11:15 with
limited attendance. Both services are currently blended
worship due to COVID. Choir rehearsals with four to five
choir members are on Wednesdays at 6:30. Piano and
electronic organ. Church number is (843) 766-1080. Email is
standumc@gmail.com. They are also interested in subs or an interim. (Posted 10/21/2021)

Madeleine McEntire, March 7
Veronica Haney, March 15
Madelaine Beckford, March 17
Andrew D. Byrd, March 12
Justin J. Wham, March 22
Sally J. Dixon, March 28
If you don’t find your name
on the birthday list,
notify Ed LeRoy

The deadline for the April issue of
The Voluntary Trumpet is
March 25. Please send in your
information! Don’t be shy!

10

11

12

