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DEAN’S LIST  

 

Twenty-Twenty-Two is our 

renaissance! A great time 

was had in fellowship at the 

September AGO Installa-

tion of Officers and Dinner. 

I learned that my fellow or-

ganists can SING. OMG it 

was amazing. Thanks to 

each of you who turned out 

in support of your Chapter.  

Now let’s look at October. On Monday, 17 Octo-

ber, our very own Tom Bailey will host us at St. 

Paul’s Lutheran Church in Mt. Pleasant. Our pro-

gram will be “For the Love of Gordon Young”. 

Obviously, music played will be composed by Mr. 

Young. And because you sang so great in Septem-

ber, we are going to have several of the best hymns 

so that you can sound off again. If you’re looking 

for some new music there will be several door 

prizes. As you might guess the prizes will be vol-

umes by Gordon Young. Fellowship at 6:00 pm, 

Program at 6:30 pm.  

Where will we be in November? Well to start, on 

Monday, 14 November, we will have a demon-

stration of the Appleton (pump) organ at St. 

Philip’s Church. Then we will take a short walk to 

a neighboring church to play “Name That Tune.” 

Guest organists will play 25 hymns and you get to 

guess the tune. Points will also be awarded if you 

know the title or first line. But knowing the tune 

gets you the most points. We will have extra 

hymns in case of a tie at the end. The winner takes 

home a CASH price and runners-up will have some great prizes too! Fellowship at 6:00 pm, 

Program at 6:30 pm. Since this is two weeks before Thanksgiving, maybe you’ll get to hear St. 
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George’s Windsor. Shhhhh. You didn’t hear that from me. 

And December? HO! HO! HO! Come meet and greet Santa as we celebrate with “Christmas 

around the Carillon” at The Citadel. Hot chocolate, marshmallows, and holiday treats as we 

sing your favorite carols. Date and Time TBD.   

THEN in January we are putting together the best Epiphany Blow-Out Party. This is just a 

teaser, but I am telling you this party will be talked about for some time. As soon as I have the 

date, I will send it out so that you can put it on your social calendar.  

I must say that your Board is working hard to bring you some exciting opportunities for fellow-

ship and fun. I am so proud of them!   

I am hoping that you will glean some excitement from us.   

  

Michael  

 
 

OPENING DINNER AND INSTALLATION 
The opening dinner and installa-

tion of officers for 2022–2024 

took place at Yeamans Park Pres-

byterian Church in Hanahan on 

September 19. Co-Dean Michael 

Varnadore hosted the event, 

which was catered by Dish and 

Design. It was good to see old 

friends again and catch up with 

each other. After dinner, everyone 

adjourned to the church for the 

installation. Michael served as or-

ganist for the occasion, opening 

the ceremony with Paul Fey’s El-

egy on “I Vow to Thee, My Coun-

try” and closing with Richard 

Blake’s Praise the Lord! Ye Heav-

ens, Adore Him. In between, 

hymns were sung, and Chapter Chaplain Charles Lippy led the presentation of officers. 

 

AN URGENT NEED: ORGAN OR PIANO SUBS 
BY JIMMY MILLER 

As most of you already know, there are at 

least a half dozen churches looking for mu-

sicians in our area. Our current Substitute 

list isn’t enough to fill the churches looking 

for someone permanently or just one Sun-

day. 

I know that some of you may have a mem-

ber or members of your congregation that 

can play the organ and/or piano and do sub-

stitute at times for you. Would you 

PLEASE ask them (if you think they are ca-

pable) if they would feel comfortable substi-

tuting for area churches on Sunday morn-

ings. Most of the time they would only need 

to prepare a Prelude, Postlude and the Lit-

urgy and hymns. Many wouldn’t expect you 

to prepare a choir anthem on such short no-

tice. 

Music is a great part of worship and an ex-

pression of our faith. Can you imagine going 

Front row, l-r: Chris Walchesky, Charles Lippy, Ed LeRoy, Britt McDermott 

Back row, l-r: Nancy Lefter, Mike Varnadore, Jimmy Miller, Ann Hood 



to church and hearing only a spoken service 

all the time? (8:00 Episcopalians don’t get 

mad at me for this.) If you can only play the 

piano, that is fine too, and most churches 

would rather have that than no music at all. 

You will be filling a great need in our area. 

Please forward contact information (name, 

phone number, email address) to Ed LeRoy 

so he can add it to the Substitute List. 

Thanks for helping with this urgent need. 

 

 

AGO CHARLESTON IN OCTOBER 
BY TOM BAILEY 

AGO Charleston’s first event following the opening din-

ner will be held at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (604 

Pitt St, Mt Pleasant 29464) on Monday, October 17 

at 6:30 pm. It is with great pleasure that I welcome you 

to St. Paul’s. This year marks the fiftieth anniversary of 

the “new” church building and the Zimmer pipe organ. 

Cornel Zimmer will be on hand to share recollections of 

assisting his grandfather and father with the installation 

and one of our long-time parishioners will share a brief 

history of the church. 

The musical portion of the evening will be a recital fea-

turing the works of the prolific, 20th-century American 

composer of accessible organ and choral literature, Dr. Gordon Young (1919–1998). Several of 

our members have volunteered to play. To help plan your pieces, the organ specification is as 

follows: 

 

 GREAT: 

 8 Principal  8 

 8 Gedeckt  8 

 4 Octave.    4 

 4 Spillflöte. 4 

 2 Superoctave 2 

 III Mixture.III 

 8 Swell to Great   8 

 

 SWELL:  

 8 Rohrflöte 

 8 Gemshorn 

 4 Nachthorn 

 2 Gemshorn 

 1⅓ Nasat 

 8 Schalmei 

  Tremolo 

 

 PEDAL: 

 16 SubBass 

     8 Principal 

 8 Gedeckt 

 4 Spillflöte 

 8 Schalmei 

 4 Schalmei 

 8 Great to Pedal 

 8 Swell to Pedal 

 

Two manuals of 61 notes with standard AGO pedal board. One expression pedal. Three general 

pistons and a general cancel. Zimbelstern activated by a toe stud. 

If you need to schedule practice time, please call me at (843) 819-3752. Please let Michael Var-

nadore or Nancy Lefter know what you are planning to play to avoid duplication. I’m looking 

forward to seeing and hearing you at our October meeting! 
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HELP! I NEED SOMEBODY! 
BY MICHAEL VARNADORE 

Since Nancy made a musical reference in 

last month’s issue, I thought I would give it 

a try. Name that musical group who made 

Help! a household name. 

Seriously though, your Board could use a 

hand. We have almost 90 members in our 

fold. I just love that because 100 is just 

around the corner. With a group our size we 

can move mountains, as they say. 

Focus Group — I need to put together a fo-

cus group to flush out ideas to put together a 

2-hour pipe-organ-related children’s pro-

gram. Once built out, we will coordinate and 

train member-teachers who will bring this 

program as an add-on to our area churches’ 

summer camps. This is time-sensitive as I 

want to start programming for the summer 

of 2023. Who’s in? 

We are working on re-branding our Chap-

ter’s Web and print media. In some cases, 

we need expertise, but a lot of what we need 

is a couple of folks to collect data. I’m talk-

ing like 3 hours a month. Let the volunteer-

ing begin! 

We also need a couple of folks to help flush 

out new and exciting content for The 

Trumpet Voluntary. Ed has been doing a ter-

rific job putting the newsletter together, and 

we want to give him the support he de-

serves. 

Our Treasurer position has become availa-

ble. This position takes only 2 hours a 

month. If you have experience using 

Quicken, that’s a bonus. Again, let the vol-

unteering begin. 

We need Organists. (LOL) Really though, 

we have a number of playing opportunities 

where you could jump in and help out. I’m 

not talking recitals. Just stuff like you play 

in church every week. If you’re looking for 

a way to support your Chapter, this could be 

it. 

Looking for 2 people who can make a hand-

ful of phone calls a week. Like three to five 

5-minute calls. I want to develop awareness 

of new members as they join and do some 

fishing for potential members who don’t yet 

know that they will LOVE us. 

I could go on for another page or so, but the 

bottom line is there will always be room for 

those who want pull out a can of silver 

polish and make our Chapter SPARKLE. If 

it’s your time to shine, please call me. 

843-813-3007. 

 

CALENDAR 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6, 7:30 PM 

POP-UP CONCERT: FAVORITE HYMNS 

Music Director Ryan Pagels will be joined by Gary Powell for duets on piano and organ. 

They will be performing fun concert arrangements of your favorite hymns! The Unitarian 

Church in Charleston, 4 Archdale St, Charleston 29401. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9, 1:30 PM 

EDWARD WASHINGTON, TENOR, IN CONCERT 

Mr. Washington will present a program of spirituals and art songs, joined by Ryan Pagels at 

the piano. The concert is free and open to the public and donations will be accepted at the 

door. The Unitarian Church in Charleston, 4 Archdale St, Charleston 29401. 
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9, 3:00 PM 

JESSICA EATON, PIANIST, IN CONCERT 

Ms. Eaton will present a program of works by Beethoven, Debussy, and Rachmaninoff. St. 

Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 801 11th Ave N, North Myrtle Beach, SC 29582. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15, 7:00 PM 

MUSIC OF MANUEL DE SUMAYA, TELEMANN, J.S. BACH 

Join the Bach Society of Charleston as they present a concert of Baroque music led by Artis-

tic Director Ricard Bordas, featuring music by Mexican Baroque composer Manuel de 

Sumaya (the Bach of the Americas), along with music by Baroque stalwarts Georg Philipp 

Teleman and J.S Bach. First (Scots) Presbyterian Church, 53 Meeting St, Charleston 

29401. Buy tickets at EventBrite. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29, 3:00 PM 

JESSICA EATON, PIANIST, IN CONCERT 

Ms. Eaton will present a program of works by Beethoven, Debussy, and Rachmaninoff. First 

United Methodist Church, 1001 5th Ave, Conway, SC 29526 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 7:30 PM 

GESUALDO SIX AT GRACE CHURCH CATHEDRAL 

The highly-acclaimed UK vocal ensemble Gesualdo Six 

comes to Charleston. Praised for their imaginative program-

ming and impeccable blend, the ensemble formed in 2014 in 

Cambridge and has gone on to perform at numerous major 

festivals across UK, Europe, Canada and Australia. They 

will present a program entitled “Lux aeterna” featuring cho-

ral masterworks from the Renaissance and the present day. 

Tickets are available at  

instantseats.com/events/GraceCharleston. Grace Church 

Cathedral, 98 Wentworth St, Charleston 29401. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 4:00 PM 

CHORAL EVENSONG AT GRACE CHURCH CATHEDRAL 

The St. Gregory Choir of Grace Church Cathedral presents a service of Choral Evensong for 

the Feast of All Saints. Music includes Gerre Hancock's Preces and Responses, C. V. Stan-

ford's Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in A, and Edgar Bainton's “And I saw a new heaven.” 

Grace Church Cathedral, 98 Wentworth St, Charleston 29401. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 5:00 PM 

CHORAL EVENSONG AT ST. PHILIP’S 

Evensong will be sung by the choirs of St. Philip’s Church and Christ Church (Mount Pleas-

ant). Chris Walchesky (St. Philip’s) and Dr. Levi Henkel (Christ Church) will share directing 

duties with the music of Gabrieli, Stanford, Rutter, and J.S. Bach. A light receptions will fol-

low the service. St. Philip's Church, 142 Church St, Charleston 29401. Free parking in open 

lot at the corner of Church and Cumberland Streets. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 7:30 PM 

ADVENT LESSONS AND CAROLS AT GRACE CHURCH CATHEDRAL 

The St. Gregory Choir of Grace Church Cathedral presents its annual tradition of Advent 

Lessons and Carols, including music by McKie, Howells, Manz, and Carter, among others. 

Grace Church Cathedral, 98 Wentworth St, Charleston 29401. 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/manuel-de-sumaya-the-bach-of-the-americas-music-by-sumaya-telemannjsbach-tickets-397373072557
instantseats.com/events/GraceCharleston
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THE BACH SOCIETY OF CHARLESTON

MANUEL DE SUMAYA: THE BACH OF THE AMERICAS MUSIC BY SUMAYA, TELEMANN, J.S. BACH 

From Bach to Mexico: The music of Manuel de Sumaya, 

Telemann, and J.S Bach 

Join the Bach Society of Charleston as they present a 

concert of Baroque music led by Artistic Director Ricard 

Bordas featuring music by Mexican Baroque composer 

Manuel de Sumaya, along with music by Baroque stal-

warts Georg Philipp Teleman and J.S Bach. 

 

Sat, October 15, 2022 

First (Scots) Presbyterian Church 

53 Meeting St, Charleston, SC 29401 

7:00 PM – 8:30 PM EDT 

 

EDWARD WASHINGTON II  IN CONCERT

Tenor Edward Washington II will give a concert on Sunday, October 

9 at 1:30 pm, at the Unitarian Church in Charleston, offering a pro-

gram of spirituals and art songs and joined at the piano by Charleston 

AGO chapter member Ryan Pagals. The concert is free and open to the 

public, and donations at the door are graciously accepted. 

Mr. Washington was recently in the Metropolitan Opera's productions 

of Porgy and Bess, and Fire Shut up in my Bones. He has also per-

formed with Lyric Opera of Chicago, Orlando Opera, Central Florida 

Lyric Opera, International Festival of the Voice, and the New York 

City Opera. Mr. Washington was formerly the Music and Education 

director of the “Negro Spiritual” Scholarship Foundation based in Or-

lando, Florida and directed their ensemble “Master Singers.” He still is 

a proud ambassador for the foundation. Washington has soloed in concert with the United States 

Air Force Band, Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra, Orlando Philharmonic, Baltimore Symphony 

Orchestra, Morgan State University Choir, and the American Spiritual Ensemble. He was a fea-

tured vocalist twice at Carnegie Hall in New York City. 

 

 

Buy tickets here: EventBrite 

It’s that time of year when renewal notices are going out to the 

members. All renewal notices starting in July through October 

have been sent. If you’re late, AGO headquarters usually grants 

a grace period up to three months. Should you let your mem-

bership lapse and wish to be reinstated, the process is simple to 

do. Ed LeRoy will gladly help. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/manuel-de-sumaya-the-bach-of-the-americas-music-by-sumaya-telemannjsbach-tickets-397373072557
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NEWS

NEW MEMBERS 

We welcome to AGO Charleston: 

• DR. JAMES MELLICHAMP, president of 

Piedmont University in Demorest, GA. 

Dr. Mellichamp also continues as an ac-

tive concert organist and as an instructor 

of organ. 

• GARY RAKESTRAW resides in Beaufort, 

SC and now, in retirement, is a substitute 

for area churches. He has been a dual 

member with us and the Low Country 

chapter before, and he joins us once 

again this year. 

 

CHAPTER ADVOCATE 

This is a reminder that PORTER 

REMINGTON acts as our chapter advocate. 

She is available for telephone consultations, 

private consultations, and problem solving, 

all at no fee. Contact her at (843) 830-0159 

or bachfan14@bellsouth.net. 

 

AGO MUSIC EXCHANGE 

—Julia Harlow (juliah.6@juno.com) 

For Free Vocal/Choral music:  Please con-

tact LARRY SPEAKMAN at the Cathedral 

of St. Luke and St. Paul:   Larry@your-ca-

thedral.org. He would welcome any help 

with cataloguing. A catalog of some of the 

anthems is on the Charleston AGO website: 

https://www.agocharleston.org/miscel-

lany.html 

 

For Free Organ/ Organ Plus/ Sacred Piano/ 

hymnals:  WE HAVE TONS of organ, pi-

ano, organ plus and organ duet music. 

COME AND GET FREE MUSIC. There are 

over 1400 entries in the catalog at this point. 

If you would like a pdf of the catalog, email 

me at juliah.6@juno.com. The catalog is or-

ganized by: Composer Individual Sheets, 

Composer Books, Collections, Christmas, 

Wedding (including wedding songs), Fu-

neral, Oldy Moldy Collections (e.g. Every-

body’s Favorite…), hymnals, Organ meth-

ods and technique, and General Music 

books. We have over 200 copies of issues of 

collections such as The Organist (easy), The 

Organ Portfolio (easy to moderate) and The 

Organist’s Companion (easy to moderate). 

To download a PDF of the complete Ex-

change please see the Charleston AGO web-

site: https://www.agocharleston.org/miscel-

lany.html and click on the links. 

 

If you need something in particular, just ask 

me and I can let you know if we have it. If 

you want to come and browse, the collection 

is at Second Presbyterian Church downtown 

and I’ll be happy to let you in and leave you 

alone to look. There’s a piano there to try 

things. If you’re an AGO member but not 

able to come in, I can mail things, but just 

ask to be reimbursed for postage. 

Also available are twenty years (2000–2020) 

of The American Organist magazine, housed 

elsewhere. This is available free (for pickup 

or for postage), preferably to a school. 

As always, if you have music, shoes or 

books about music to donate, please call 

(843-870-1048) or email me 

(juliah.6@juno.com), or bring music to an 

AGO meeting. Please don’t bring any more 

pop piano music. Classical, Sacred piano, 

contemporary sacred piano, and piano/organ 

duet sheets or collections are OK. 

Click on the link below for PDFs of the cur-

rent holdings: 

https://www.agocharleston.org/miscel-

lany.html  

 

 

mailto:bachfan14@bellsouth.net
mailto:juliah.6@juno.com
mailto:Larry@your-cathedral.org
mailto:Larry@your-cathedral.org
https://www.agocharleston.org/miscellany.html
https://www.agocharleston.org/miscellany.html
mailto:juliah.6@juno.com
https://www.agocharleston.org/miscellany.html
https://www.agocharleston.org/miscellany.html
https://www.agocharleston.org/miscellany.html
https://www.agocharleston.org/miscellany.html
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
SAVANNAH, GA:  ST. PETER THE APOSTLE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Parish on Wilmington Island in Savannah, GA, is seeking a parish 

musician/music director. Our parish has approximately 750 registered households and our school 

250 students. A well-qualified candidate will have experience in providing accompaniment for 

congregational singing on the organ and/or the piano. This position includes, but is not limited 

to, participation in four weekend liturgies, Holy Day masses, school masses, weddings, funerals, 

Holy Hour on First Fridays, and other liturgies during the year. Re-forming an adult choir and 

practices with a student choir and teaching music in our school (1-2 classes per day) are also 

expected. To apply please send your resume to Fr. Michael J. Kavanaugh at 

frkavanaugh@spacsav.net. (Posted 7/24/2022) 

 

HILTON HEAD:  HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Holy Family is seeking to hire a part-time Director of Music to manage 

all aspects of the music program. The expectation now is 12-15 hours 

per week, Friday through Sunday. He/she will provide organ/piano 

music at all liturgies, coordinate the volunteer cantors, and explore 

restarting an adult choir. The organ is a IV/46 W. Zimmer & Sons 

(1988). Click here for a document that describes more fully the 

position. Mail applications to Linda Hamilton, Holy Family Catholic Church, 24 Pope Avenue, 

Hilton Head Island, SC 29928. Contact her for more information: music@holyfamilyhhi.org. 

(Posted 1/28/2022) 

 

ISLE OF PALMS:  ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA) 

St. Mark's Lutheran Church (300 Palm Blvd, IOP) is looking for a 

Music Director/Organist to enhance the music program and worship at 

the church. Sunday worship is from 10:00-11:00 A.M. Helping the 

pastor plan the music aspect of worship and as COVID subsides, 

helping reactivate the Choir are some of the duties. Salary and times 

negotiable. Those interested please contact Pastor Phil Clark via email 

at prphilclark@gmail.com or call the church office at (843) 886-8557. 

(Posted 1/18/2022) 

 

MOUNT PLEASANT:  HIBBEN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 Hibben UMC is seeking a talented, energetic organist to play on occa-

sion on Sunday mornings at 10:30. This is a gig position intended to fill 

the needs of our Sunday fall services. Competitive pay based on experi-

ence. (Students, professors, folks in the community you may know etc.) 

The Sunday service is roughly an hour. Our choir practices on Wednes-

day evenings, and the organist would need to attend choir rehearsal. 

Wednesday evening rehearsal is roughly an hour. The organ is a 4-

manual Allen installed in 2018. Details about the instrument can be 

found here: Allen Organ Please send resume including names of refer-

ences and statement of interest to Steve Price at srprice@comcast.net. (Posted 8/12/2022) 

Hibben is also seeking a Director of Music Ministry. Click here to read the full position descrip-

tion. (Posted 8/12/2022) 

 

https://www.agocharleston.org/uploads/1/4/9/7/14978794/holy_family_job_description_1.pdf
mailto:music@holyfamilyhhi.org
mailto:prphilclark@gmail.com
http://www.allenorgan.com/www/allenews/organoftheweek/2018/20180720/OrganOfTheWeek.html
mailto:srprice@comcast.net
https://www.indeed.com/m/viewjob?jk=1f64f3103c471af2&from=serp&prevUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.indeed.com%2Fm%2Fjobs%3Fq%3DMusic%26l%3DMount%2BPleasant%252C%2BSC
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GOOSE CREEK:  ST. TIMOTHY LUTHERAN CHURCH (NALC) 

St. Timothy seeks a part-time organist to play their 37-stop, 2-

manual Alen Quantum Q265D (2012). The ideal candidate 

• has experience playing a traditional liturgical service and 

accompanying a chancel choir; 

• views organ skills as a service to God and as a vital part 

of worship leadership; 

• is open to and reliant on following God's Spirit in a team 

environment. 

Please submit resume to info@sainttimothylutheran.org with the subject line: Organist 

or write: Music Ministry, St. Timothy Lutheran Church, PO Box 807, Goose Creek, SC 29445. 

(Posted 10/21/21) 

 

HANAHAN:  MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA) 

Messiah Lutheran Church in Hanahan, SC is seeking a part-time 

organist/choir director for their weekly Sunday liturgical Service at 

11:00 am. There are also special services such as Christmas Eve. 

Ash Wednesday, and Holy Week. 

The organist/choir director of the congregation will be responsible 

for selecting the music for the worship services in consultation 

with the Worship Committee and with the pastor. There are choir 

duties as well, but the choir is currently suspended because of the 

pandemic. 

Please send your resume listing pertinent musical experience to Rev. Craig W. Versprille at 

cversp@comcast.net or to Messiah Lutheran Church, 1106 Yeamans Hall Rd., Hanahan, SC 29410. 

For additional information about the position please call (843) 747-5316. (Posted 3/18/2021) 

 
 

The deadline for the October issue of 

The Voluntary Trumpet is 

October 25. Please send in your  

information! Don’t be shy! 

 

 
Virginia Roedig, October 3 

Sue Harmon, October 6 

Elena Crudge, October 11 

Reed Kurtz, October 12 

Roy Burbage, October 20 

Misti Kai Gwynne, October 20 

Katie Holland, October 23 

Mylene Suzara, October 25 
 

If you don’t find your name 

on the birthday list, 

notify Ed LeRoy 

mailto:info@sainttimothylutheran.org
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